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WHAT’S HAPPENING by Bill Apter 

NO HOLDS BARRED with Steve Anderson 
BLINDSIDED by Liz Hunter 

THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 

YOU ASKED US 

INTRODUCING KEVIN NORTHCUTT 

Q & A: OWEN HART 

X-RAY: LEX LUGER 

BEYOND THE SQUARED CIRCLE 
SPOTLIGHT ON STEVE AUSTIN 

THE WRESTLER CLASSIC (October 1983) 
OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
RATINGS ANALYSIS 
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FEATURES 


30 HHH: “SABLE STILL HAS SOME DX IN HER!” 
Remember, it was Helmsley who brought 
her to the WWF 


34 THE MOTHER OF ALL PAY-PER-VIEWS! 
A WWF vs. WCW SUPERCARD IS NO LONGER 
JUST TALK! 
We may be closer than ever to seeing this happen 


38 DR. UNDERTAKER: VADER’S PSYCHOTIC 
PSYCHOLOGIST! 
Can you imagine going to him for therapy? 
42 REFEREE’S REPORT: 
- “PVE NEVER SEEN PAIN LIKE | SAW IN 
SAVAGE’S FACE!” 
The “Macho Man’s’ injured knee is really giving him 
problems 


46 IT’S OVER FOR SABU & VAN DAM: 
WHY THEY CAN NEVER BE TRUE FRIENDS AGAIN! 
The bond that they had is irreparably damaged 


Next issue on sale August 25, 1998 


NO FAIR 

| used to believe that all title 
shots in this sport were determined 
by the competitors’ ratings and 
win-loss records, but that doesn’t 
seem to be the case anymore. 
Nowadays, all you have to do is 
win a battle royal to get your shot. 

Just last year, veteran journey- 
man Steve Lombardi came within 
a split second of living the Rocky 
dream when he won a battle royal 
and then, given his title shot, came 
extremely close to defeating then- 
WWF World champion Shawn 
Michaels. 

lf average wrestlers know they 
can get a world title shot by finding 
ways to survive battle royals, then 
what motivation will this give them 
to work hard in preliminary match- 
es like the superstars of the sport 


do when they pay their dues? 

It's scary to think that someone 
like Bull Pain or Chainz could 
stumble into a title bout and could 
actually score an upset if the 
champ overlooked an opponent 
who shouldn’t even be in the ring 
with him in the first place. 

STEVE NARDI 
West Berlin, NJ 


TALKING HEADS 

| am writing to complain about 
the bias that certain television 
announcers show toward certain 
wrestlers of their own federation. 

First is Tony Schiavone, who 
frequently claims that the upcom- 
ing pay-per-view is going to be 
“the biggest night in the history of 
wrestling.” 

Then there’s Jim Ross, who 


“Brooklyn Brawler” Steve Lombardi scored a near fall on then-WWF World champ 
Shawn Michaels last year. Reader Steve Nardi doesn’t like the fact that preliminary 
wrestlers can earn title shots by winning battle royals. 
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insists on reminding us every five 
minutes that The Undertaker is a 
“phenom,” Steve Austin is “the 
toughest S.O.B. in wrestling,” and 
Shawn Michaels is “the greatest 
pure wrestler in the history of 
wrestling.” Let’s not forget Ross’ 
Raw Is War colleagues, the dread- 
fully boring combination of Kevin 
Kelly and Michael Cole. 

Then there’s ECW’s Joey 
Styles. Styles is entertaining to lis- 
ten to at first, but his endless 
screeching and chants of “Oh my 
God!” send me reaching for the 
mute button rather quickly. The 


.only announcers | find acceptable 


are WCW’s Mike Tenay and Larry 
Zbyszko. Tenay is probably the 
best play-by-play man in the busi- 
ness, and Zbyszko manages to 
liven up WCW programming with- 
out being too biased (except when 
talking about Scott Hall). Tenay 
and Zbyszko are the exception to 
a painful rule. To paraphrase 
Simon and Garfunkel, “Where 
have you gone, Gordon Solie?” 
DAVID HOPKINS 
Fort Worth, TX 


CARRIED AWAY 

This letter is in regard to Carrie 
Gillespie’s letter (“U.J. Misguided”) 
in the July 1998 issue. 

You do not have the right to 
judge Raven and his Flock, espe- 
cially Billy Kidman and Lodi, two of 
the best wrestlers in WCW. Keep 
your comments to yourself. Long 
live Raven and The Flock. They 
rule 4 Life. 

HANNAH FREDERICK 
Mount Olive, KY 


| am writing in response to 
Carrie Gillespie's letter in your July 


While many WCW fans despise The 
Flock, the talents of Billy Kidman cannot 
be denied. Hannah Frederick says that 
Kidman and his sidekick Lodi are two of 
the best wrestlers in the federation. 


1998 issue. She wrote that Raven 
and his Flock were more of a 
threat to WCW than the NWO. 


Sometimes even Mike Tenay has trouble figuring Bret Hart out, but Mark Ertel says 


Well, Carrie, to begin with, at least 
Raven doesn’t align himself with 
the NWO. The NWO wrote the 
book on ring interference and 
prove it every time someone they 
hate wrestles. They even have a 
high-ranking executive on their 
side in Eric Bischoff. How danger- 
ous is that? Letting them do what 
they want and not doing anything 
about it is not the answer. 

lf J.J. Dillon is going to lay 
down the rules to Raven, then he 
should do the same for the NWO 
as well. At least Raven, being in 
WCW, has the option to fight the 
NWO the way Sting and “Dia- 
mond” Dallas Page do. 

Who knows? Maybe The Flock 
will get tired of the NWO as well 
and do something about it. More 
power to The Flock. 

CHRISTINA HANSEN 
Pine Knot, KY 


“HITMAN” HATER 

| hope all the Bret Hart fans out 
there finally see what a creep this 
Canadian loser really is. All we’ve 
heard about since last November 
is how Vince McMahon “screwed” 
the poor “Hitman.” While all his 
fans cried foul (the same idiot 
American fans who remained loyal 
to him after he insulted them and 


(Continued on page 50) 


he has had the “Hitman” pegged all along. He thinks the fans shouldn’t be sur- 
prised by Hart's entrance into NWO Hollywood. 


STANLEY WESTON 
Founder 
PUBLISHER ieiciassstecgciccastacescoseccas Stuart M. Saks 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF.............:.secscsesercerenseens David Lenker 
SENIOR EDITOR.......c:-:ceceseseceresseeeeeeeee Bill AptOr 
MANAGING EDITOR.................... Brandi Mankiewicz 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR...........0.ccccccccs0e0 Frank Krewda 
SENIOR ART DIRECTOR.................006 Wendy Vetter 
ART DIRECTORS... ciscceccssscceassesteccs Joseph Kalman 
Jonathan Harris 
Alex Krasnopolsky 
Walt Schmidt 
Tracy Fedorowicz 
PRE-PRESS DIRECTOR ..............:sece0se000 Cliff Campo 
PRE-PRESS ASSOCIATES ............0.ccccs0 Kelly Flum 
Alex Bryniarski 
PHOTOEDITOR iivcccisinicicrestsvencracn Frank Vitucci 
SENIOR WRITERG................00c0ccceses Steve Anderson 
Bryan Ethier 
Andy Rodriguez 
David Rosenbaum 
Harry Burkett 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS............0ccccccss Matt Brock 
Elizabeth A. Hunter 
Dan Murphy 
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR.............ccc000 Craig Peters 
VICE PRESIDENT/MARKETING 
David Gerhardt 


EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT/CIRCULATION 
Kenneth J. Gudaitis 


CIRCULATION DIRECTOR 
Robert Nucci 


ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
(215) 649-6385 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 

London Publishing Co. 

P.O. Box 2029, Dept. 9 
Marion, OH 43302 


COVER DESIGN: 
Alex Krasnopolsky 


THE WaestLeR (ISSN: 1052-0899), Vol. 32, Number 10, is 
published monthly, with an additional issue in December, by 
London Publishing Co., 7002 W. Butler Pike, Ambler, PA 
19002. Periodicals postage paid at Ambler, PA 19002 and 
additional post offices. Postmaster: Send change of address 
notices to: THE WRESTLER, P.O. Box 2029, Dept. 9, Marion, 
OH 43302. Single copy price $2.50 ($3.50 in Canada, £1.95 
in U.K.). Subscription price $29.20 for 13 issues in the U.S., 
$39.60 in remaining countries. Not responsible for the loss 
or non-retum of unsolicited articles or photographs, which 
will not be returned unless accompanied by a sellf- 
addressed envelope bearing the proper amount of postage. 
No part of this magazine may be reproduced without the 
written permission of the publisher. All rights reserved. FOR 
ADVERTISING INQUIRIES AND RATES: (215) 643-6385. 
U.S. and Canadian distribution by Kable News Inc., 641 
Lexington Ave., New York, NY 10022. Intemational distribu- 
tion by Worldwide Media Service Inc., 115 East 23rd St., 
New York, NY 10010, U.K. distribution by Comag, Tavistock 
Rid., West Drayton, Middlesex UB77QE, England. 
Printed in U.S.A. 


The Wrestler 5 


i sre 

UNKYARD DOG, ONE of 
J the most popular wrestlers 

in the WWF during the rock 
’n’ wrestling era of the mid-’80s, 
was killed in a single-car acci- 
dent on Interstate 20 in 
Mississippi on June 2. Details of 
the accident were sketchy at 
press time. JYD, whose real 
name was Sylvester Ritter, was 
45. 

Ritter turned pro in 1978 as a 
protege of wrestler Sonny King. 
He first began wearing a dog 
collar and carrying a chain to the 


ring with him after he was tem- 
porarily blinded by medicated 


powder during a match against 
The Freebirds. Not wanting to 
cancel future bouts, he actually 
chained himself to his oppo- 
nents so he could wrestle them. 
Ritter was still an active wrestler 
at the time of his death. Less 
than a month before the acci- 
dent, ECW honored him as a 
hardcore legend at its Wres- 
tlepalooza pay-per-view in 
Marietta, Georgia. 

When | heard about what 
happened to him, | went back 
and reviewed an interview | did 
with him a few years ago. Just 
about all he wanted to talk about 


By Bill Apter 


irc 


was how great the fans had 
been to. him over the years. “I 
remember in Houston one 
night,” he told me, “the fans got 
some money together and 
bought me a crown to tell me | 
was their king of wrestling.” 

He was also very proud of the 
work he did at juvenile centers. 
“The kids of today are our only 
hope for the future,” he’d say, 
“and we got to send them on the 
right road.” 

“Junkyard Dog was a phe- 
nomenal attraction,” noted Bill 
Watts, who promoted JYD’s leg- 
endary matches in Mid-South 


Throughout his 20-year wrestling career, Junkyard Dog enjoyed a special relationship with his 
fans, especially the young ones. JYD—whose real name was Sylvester Ritter—died in a car 
accident on June 2. 
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Wrestling. “He had that natural 
charisma that separated him 
from the rest of the pack. Man, 
did he ever love the kids. He’d 
dance with them and stand for 
hours on end signing auto- 
graphs, and you should have 
seen them smile. What hap- 
pened was such a shame.” 

There’ll never be another like 
him. 

In other news, well, how many 
times have you heard the 
expression, “If you want the job 
done right, do it yourself!” You 
hear it a lot from executives who 
aren’t happy with the job being 
done by their underlings. Vince 
McMahon must be using that 
line a lot. Dude Love, who had 
become one of McMahon’s cor- 
porate puppets in his quest to 
end the reign of WWF World 
champion “Stone-Cold” Steve 
Austin, failed to beat Austin at 
Over the Edge and was fired. 
Kane was the next hired hand 
on McMahon’s list, but the 


Vince McMahon seems 
to be coming to the real- 
ization that to get the 
_WWF World belt off the 
waist of Steve Austin, 
he'll have to defeat 
“Stone-Cold” himself. 
chances of him com- 
pleting the task were 
not very good, as 
The Undertaker 
vowed to stop him 
from doing so at all 
costs. 

So it looks like 
McMahon will have 
to try to get the job 

done himself ... in 
J the ring. 

“Hell, I’m waitin’ 
for him to cut the 
crap and get in there 
with me man-to-man 
already!” Austin told 
me. “lf he wants to 
take this belt away 
from me so damn 
bad, let him get his 
[butt] in the ring and 
try to do it. Don’t 
send no more of your flunkies, 
Vince. Get the damn job done 
yourself!” 


Although McMahon declined 
comment, several high-ranking 
executives have confirmed that 
there was some consideration 
given to an Austin-McMahon 
match for SummerSlam on 
August 30. 

How tough was it for Sting to 
decide between WCW, NWO 
Wolfpac, and NWO 
Hollywood? Hollywood Hogan 
called to tell me that he met with 
Sting face to face just a few 
days before Sting went over to 
NWO Wolfpac and offered to get 
him walk-on roles in his next 
three movies if he’d join NWO 
Hollywood. 

“The guy didn’t even blink an 
eye before he said yes,” Hogan 
said. “We shook hands on it. He 
told me it was signed, sealed, 
and delivered, brother. He even 
goes on TV wearing the black 
and white and hugs me in front 
of the world to show the deal 
was complete. Then he goes 
and rips off the shirt to show the 
black and red Wolfpac logo 
underneath. | couldn’t believe it. 
This man is the guy so many 

(Continued on page 51) 
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with Steve 


Anderson 


RESTLING SURE 
VV changed. The 
product you see 


on television today does not 
come close to resembling 
the product of even three 
years ago, let alone 20 
years ago. As wrestling has 
gone from family entertain- 
ment to extreme sport, and 
as superstars have come, 
gone, and taken sabbati- 
cals, there has always been 
one constant: Ric Flair. 

Well, until now. 

Legal complications 
have done what no other 
Opponent could do to the 
“Nature Boy.” They’ve 
knocked him out of the 
game. Right now, Flair 
and WCW are tussling 
over a “he said, they said” 
battle that has spilled into 
the courtroom. WCW is 
suing Flair for breach of 
contract—specifically for 
not appearing at a certain 
Thunder broadcast. Flair 
claims that he told WCW 
executives well in advance that he 
would be attending a wrestling 
tournament that his son was 
involved in on the night in question. 

So while the briefs are flying 
back and forth and while lawyers 
continue to debate and try to 
resolve this mess, a void has been 
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left in wrestling. For the first time, 
Ric Flair is invisible and silent; he 
can’t appear on WCW TV and isn’t 
able to comment publicly on what 
is going on. 

That does not mean that Ric 
Flair is no longer an impact play- 
er. Quite the opposite is true. 


The longer he is off 
WCW broadcasts, the 
more his legend grows. 
Internet fans have 
shown their frustration 
by flooding WCW with 
e-mail and other corre- 
spondence demanding 
a quick resolution to 
this matter. Either 
bring the “Nature Boy” 
back or “free Ric Flair.” 
Those three words 
have become a clarion 
call heard from millions 
of computers around 
the world and from 
fans in the arenas. 

Out of this chaos, 
certain “wrinkles” have 
developed. People re- 
cently conducted an 
online survey to deter- 
mine the 50 most beau- 
tiful people in the world. 
It promised that the top 


The beautiful face of Ric Flair has been missed by millions of 10 would be featured 
wrestling fans during the last few months. Because of his legal 
problems with WCW, he hasn’t appeared on TV. Fans, however, 
have clearly not forgotten about him. 


prominently on their 
website and on the 
pages of the magazine. 
Radio superstar Howard Stern 
campaigned for an oddity known 
as Hank the Angry, Drunken 
Dwarf (who appeared alongside 
Jackyl and a few other unusual 
characters on a Raw Is War 
broadcast in May). Stern’s cam- 
(Continued on page 54) 
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in the wrestling business, I’ve come 

to learn that | get some of my most 
interesting interviews when I’m not pre- 
pared to do them. 

When | heard Dennis:Rodman was 
planning to make an appearance at the 
June 8 Nitro in Auburn Hills, Michigan, | 
was determined to get an in-depth inter- 
view with him and Hollywood Hogan 
together. | tried to get into their dressing 
room before the show. No luck. Tried to 
corner them during the show. Sorry, other- 
wise occupied ee the ee security 


Jinn LOGGED UMPTEEN years 


it was a little over five. 
hours of my time 
wasted. 

Finally, an hour 
after the show ended, 
| returned to the 
_ backstage area to 
collect some of my 
stuff. Almost all the 
wrestlers had left the 
building. 

But just as | was 
getting ready to head 
for the exit, | saw 
Dave “Fit” Finlay load- 
ing his gear into a bag. 
| had never met Fin- 
lay, so | figured it was 
as good a time as any 
for introductions. | 
wasn’t expecting him 
to be too friendly, but | 
should have known better. The man you 
see in the ring is rarely the same man you 
see away from the ring. 

Finlay said he was surprised that | even 
wanted to talk to him. “Aren’t you one of 
those people who think I’m lucky just to have 
won this TV belt in the first place?” he 
asked. There was no bitterness in his voice. 
In fact, he even smiled after he said it. He 
had obviously learned to live with the snide 
comments. 

“Actually, | know a lot of wrestlers who 
were happy to see you win that TV belt,” | 
said. “Quite a few have told me they con- 
sider you one of the most underrated 
wrestlers in the world.” 

He just shrugged. 

“But it must get you upset when people 
say you were lucky to beat Booker T for the 


Finlay: fitting champion? 


belt and lucky to beat Chris Benoit in your 
first title defense. In both matches, your 
opponents were distracted. And now you’re 
defending the belt against guys like Brad 
Armstrong and Norman Smiley while Benoit 
and Booker T are in the midst of their best- 
of-seven series.” 

“Just look at this thing,” he said as he 
fished the TV belt out of his bag. ‘This is all 
that matters. I’m the champion. It’s part of 
history, and |’m going to enjoy this to the 
fullest for as long as it lasts. 

“ve been in a lot of matches and a lot of 
fi ight in my life, and sometimes you do get 
a bit lucky and win one. 
But I’ve defended my 
belt on practically 
every WCW = show 
since | won it, and | 
keep winning. If people 
call that luck, then to 
hell with ’em. But I’m 
telling you, little lady, 
you won’t find one 
wrestler who’s had it 
out with me who'll say | 
wasn't one of the 
f toughest guys they 
ever faced.” 

Something about 
the way he said it 
made me believe him. 

“But why haven’t you 
put your belt on the line 
against some of the 
bigger stars in WCW?” 

He dug into his bag 
a second time. This 
time, he pulled out a sheet of paper. It was 
a contract. Not just any contract, but an 
open contract. He told me he had signed 
one just like it before every WCW show 
since he won the belt and always told J.J. 
Dillon to find him any suitable opponent. 

“Not every champion does this, you 
know,” Finlay said, “If they can beat me, 
fine, but don’t ever accuse me of handpick- 
ing my challengers.” 

A shot at Goldberg, perhaps? Sensing 
Finlay was anxious to get going and proba- 
bly catch a plane to the next town, | 


thanked him for his time. 


“Good luck against Booker T or Benoit at 
The Great American Bash,” | added. 

He stopped briefly as he headed down a 
long hallway and stared at the belt for a few 
more seconds. | let him enjoy the moment. 1 
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Thumbs Up to Shane Douglas. He shouldn’thave been in the ring, but there 
wasn’t a doctor who could stop him. Certainly, ECW promoters weren’t going to 
get in his way. They wanted nothing more than for Douglas to risk life and limb 
by climbing into’the ring at Wrestlepalooza °98 against Al Snow. Well, not only 
did Douglas wrestle, but he successfully defended the ECW heavyweight title. 
Now the bad néws: Douglas has finally been sidelined and figures to be out until 
at least next fall. He’ll have to undergo elbow surgery. But what we saw at 
Wrestlepalooza was a brave man doing 
courageous things. 


Thumbs Up to Dustin Rhodes, It’s over. It’s done: Let’s-hope it’s now’a part of his 
history. When Dustin Rhodes, a.k.a. Goldust, burned his Goldust costume; a rather 
sordid chapter in his career ended, a chapter during which a talented wrestler sepa- 
rated himself from his father, Dusty, and his wifé; Perri (Marlena). Goldust did 
everything within his means to shock and titillate. Now we’re not sure whether it’s 
a good thing that Dustin has sided with Steve Austin. It kind of cuts down on his 
World title opportunities, doesn’t it? But 
Austin’s a no-nonsense wrestler. That’s the 
kind of wrestler Dustin needs to be. 


Thumbs Up to Dean Malenko. He waited. He listened. He seethed. And then he 
got revenge. Dean Malenko stood quietly on the sidelines for two months while 
Chris Jericho went out of his way to humiliate him and his family. Jericho insulted 
Boris Malenko, Dean’s late father. He belittled Dean’s accomplishments. He 
attacked Joe Malenko, Dean’s brother. Revenge came at Slamboree ’98, when 
Malenko won a cruiserweight battle royal under a mask, then removed his mask, 


shocked Jericho, pummeled him into sub- 
mission, and took his WCW cruiserweight 
belt. We wish somebody had done that to 
Jericho a long time ago. 


Thumbs Up to Perry Saturn. He’s flown the coop ... although he says he never 
lived in the coop to begin with. Indeed, Perry Saturn was Raven’s friend, but, 
according to Saturn, that doesn’t mean he was a member of The Flock, and it cer- 
tainly didn’t mean he wanted Raven or any other Flock members interfering in his 
matches. Saturn’s a proud man and he wants to win on his own ... without 
Rayen’s help. It took guts for him to stand up to Raven, though they still seem to 
be reluctant allies. We never could understand why a man with Saturn’s skills was 
willing to play a subservient role to Raven for so long. 
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Thumbs Down to Scott Hall. There is no end to’ the surprises in the NWO and 
Scott Hall certainly pulled off a shocker when he attacked his long-time Wolfpac 
friend and fag team partner Kevin Nash during their tag team title defense at 
Slamboree. Stingand Phe Giant won the beltS*as-a result of Hall’s actions, and 
now The Outsiders aré truly.on the’outs. What a mistake. In our opinion, Hall and 
Nash were the glue that held The Wolfpac together. Theysyere the originals, the 
ones who started it all, the: former WWF 
superstars who brought.a newattitude to 
WCW. Now Hall has thrown that all away. 


Thumbs Down to The Ultimate Warrior. As spring turned to summer, the hot 
rumor in wrestling had The Ultimate Warrior on the verge of a°Comeback, this 
time in WCW. Our advice to fans: Don’t get too excited. Our advice to the former 
WWE World champion: Take a seat. Remain in retirement. The Warrior has 
retired and unretired so many times that we often Jose track of when he’s wrestling 
and when he’s not. He’s one guy who has never been able to keep his mind on 
business for a long period of time. Maybe 
reality is painful: The Warrior is not cut out 
for the rigors of wrestling. 


Thumbs Down to Eric Bischoff. The WCW president was guilty of poor market- 
ing when he challenged WWE chief Vince McMahon to a match at Slamboree 
*98. Although Bischoff warned viewers that they shouldn’t buy the pay-per-view 
expecting to see McMahon, because he didn’t expect him to show up, just the 
slight possibility of a McMahon vs. Bischoff tete a tete had to be enough to lure 
some viewers. Of course, McMahon didn’t show up—he never said that he 
would—and Bischoff had the nerve to call 
him a coward. Not quite, Bischoff. He just 
wasn’t willing to play into your hands. 


Thumbs Down to Vince McMahon. And while we’re on the subject of federation 
executives ... a big thumb of the nose to Vinnie Mac for his callous disregard for 
the WWF World heavyweight title. Vince, wrestling fans don’t care what you 
think the ideal WWF champion should be like. All they care about is that a cham- 
pion is worthy of the title, and Steve Austin definitely fits that description. 
McMahon’s bias against Austin is dangerous, and somebody should keep him out 
of the ring. 
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Steelton, PA (Correspon- 
dent—Timothy A. Walker): 
“Wiseguy” Jimmy Cicero knew he 
was in for a tough match with 
“Dangerous” Devon Storm on this 
Int'l Pro Wrestling card at the I.W. 
Abel Hall, but he never imagined 
that the quick thinking and athleti- 
cism of Storm’s manager, the 
beautiful Dawn Marie, would ulti- 
mately do him in. 

The fans were clearly behind 
Storm and Dawn Marie throughout 
this exciting match. Storm grabbed 
an early advantage by using his 
speed and agility to outmaneuver 
Cicero. He took Cicero to the mat 
with a series of armdrags and hip- 
tosses, then sent Cicero crashing 
hard to the canvas after nailing 
him with a dropkick. 

Later, Cicero used his strength 


advantage and a series of closed 


fists, which he concealed from the 
referee, to pound on Storm while 
Dawn Marie protested to the offi- 
cial. Every time Storm tried to 
make a comeback, Cicero 
grabbed Storm’s hair, pulled him 
to the mat, and applied another 
tight chinlock. Storm finally worked 
his way out of Cicero’s grip, but 
Jimmy nailed him with several 
hard clotheslines and elbows- 
mashes that looked like they 
would put a dent in Devon's chest. 

Finally, Devon managed to 
connect with several hard savate 
kicks to Cicero’s head and chest. 
Storm then carried Cicero across 
the ring and deposited him on the 
top turnbuckle, where he hit him 
with three more hard savate 
kicks to the chest. Storm followed 


14 The Wrestler 


that up with a top-rope. 
“Frankensteiner,” and 
Cicero narrowly avoid- 
ed being pinned. 

After surprising © 
Storm by throwing 
him out of the fring, 
Cicero made the mis- 
take of taunting Dawn 
Marie. She eventually — 
got so mad that she 
climbed into the’ ring 
to confront him. 
When Cicero grabbed 
her by the hair, she 
quickly turned it into 
a “Stone-Cold stun- 
ner.” When Storm re-— 
entered the ring, he 
got an easy pinfall 
victory over the grog- 
gy Cicero. 

In other bouts: 
Christian York pinned 
Mark Shrader ... Paul 
Mitchell pinned Larry 
Brown ... Dana Hinkle 
beat Tommy Idol .. 
Don Rock beat “Big” 
Stu Braxton ... Asian 
Empress Sky Shadow 
(managed by Harvey 
Wippleman) pinned Sweet 
Destiny ... 911 & Corporal Pun- 
ishment Il defeated Cueball 
Carmichael & The Original 
Corporal Punishment when 911 
pinned Carmichael and The 
Original Corporal Punishment 
simultaneously ... Johnny Graham 
pinned Rob Noxious (managed by 
Harvey Wippleman) ... Tom Bran- 
di beat Rocco Rock in a no-dis- 
qualification table match. 


All Dawn Marie needs to do is stand quietly at ringside 
and she can be an asset to the men she manages. But 
she did more than distract Jimmy Cicero on behalf of 
Devon Storm at a recent IPW card. She “stunned” him. 


St. Louis, MO (Correspon- 
dent—Angel Bradley): Faarooq 
and Steve Blackman have been 
gelling quite well as a team lately, 
but Blackman’s lack of experi- 
ence cost them a chance at victo- 
ry against two of their arch-rivals, 
Rocky Maivia and Owen Hart. 

Rocky first incited the fans by 
getting on the microphone and 
insulting them. By the time the 

(Continued on page 56) 
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Q: 


Steve Austin and Vince McMahon may have been all 
smiles when this picture was taken, but their disdain for 
each other runs deep. Austin vows never to bow to the 


“This question is for WWF 
World champion ‘Stone-Cold’ 
Steve Austin: Steve, what do you 
think is the real motivation be- 
hind your situation with WWF 
owner Vince McMahon? Do you 
think he is trying to screw you 
out of the WWF title because of 
your attitude, or is his problem 
with you personally?”—Kevin 
Stewart, Beamsville, Ontario 

“Well, Kevin I wish I had an 
answer for ya, son,” Austin 
said. “But the truth is that 
nobody—not Gerald Brisco, 
not Pat Patterson, not Vince 
McMahon—is gonna screw 
Steve Austin out of anything. 
And I don’t care if Vince has a 
personal problem with me or 
not. It don’t matter, anyway, 
because Vince won’t face me 
like a man. Everybody knows 


. 
eon 


WWF brain trust. 
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he’s yellow. I’ve faced men a lot 
tougher than Vince McMahon 
in my eight years as a profes- 
sional wrestler, and I’ll be 
dammed if I let some stuffed 
shirt steal the damn belt from 
me. I earned it, and it’s gonna 
take a lot more than three 
damn stooges stacking the deck 
to get it from me.” 


: “I have a question for Dawn 


Marie: I was wondering if you 
were thinking about coming to 
the WWE and wrestling Luna 
Vachon? If you did, who 
would be your manager?”—Steve 
Venetz, Lansdale, PA 


: “Sorry to break your heart, 


Steve, but I do not have any 
immediate plans to come to the 
WWE,” the sultry mana- 
ger replied. “Right now, I’m 
too busy with my 
growing stable 
of wrestlers in 
Pennsylvania Cham- 
pionship Wrestling 
to concern myself 
with very much of 
anything else. Of 
course, my star pro- 
tege, Lance Dia- 
mond, just won the 
PCW Americas 
title, but that’s not 
good enough. I 
want the heavy- 
weight belt. And in 
case you didn’t 
know, I always get 


The sensuous Dawn Marie says she has 
too much unfinished business in 
Pennsylvania Championship Wrestling to 
leave the promotion now. But she would 
like to test the WWF waters one day. 


what I want. So I have plenty of 
business here in PCW before I 
even think about moving on. Of 
course, many wrestlers and 
managers dream of making it 
to the WWF or WCW, but as 
far as wrestling Luna Vachon is 
concerned, I’m not sure I’ll 
ever want to face that beast. 
However, if and when I decide 
to, you can bet that Lance 
Diamond will be my manager. 
Why should I seek advice from 
anyone else?” 
ee e 
Q: “This question is for Owen Hart: 
Owen, what led you to turn 
(Continued on page 57) 


ee | 


"Eg HSstling |! 


Prosents 


THE 1997 


C] 1996 Wrestling Yearbook 
{| 1997 Wrestling Yearbook 
(}1997 Wrestling Almanac 


(_] 1997 Wrestling Annual — 


(| PWI Interview Special 


1997 ALMANAC 
The authoritative wrestling refer- 
ence tool, Full pay-per-view and 
supercard results, Title histories. 
Every “PWI 500.” 1996 Stats, - 
Digest-sized, 76 pages! 9 


ee | 


—=V EAR i 


1996 WRESTLING YEARBOOK 
Exclusive sconting reports.on 30 of 
> wrestling’s best; PLUS—30 hilarious 
~ full-page caricatures by PWW/'s Jason 
-Conlan! 100 pages! 32 color pinups! 


© 1997 WRESTLING ANNUAL 
~~ Butt-kickin’, attitude-filled “pro-files,” 


plus a‘look at what we felt was ahead 
in 1997 for wrestling’s top stars. 


“What's in, what's out, Sa ae 32 
» color pips 


Pees send the collector’s issues Howe indicated! 
Ihave enclosed $7 per issue as payment in full 


(postage included).or provided my credit card number 


to'charge my. ‘oct Ge minimum shasta Send'to: . 


Name 
Address, 


City 


State 


‘Please sncicele method of payment: 


Cl Check or money order (enclosed anid payable to London Publishing Co.) 


Ci VISA# 
(J MasterCard # 


“Expiration Date: wore 


Signature: 


For ail orders otaside the U.S:; You must-ada $1.50 for every issue to be sent surface mail, and $3 for every issue to be 


sent airmail, Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


ee ee ee ee 


London Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Zip. 


1997 WRESTLING YEARBOOK 
We turn loose caricaturist Jason 
Conlan one more time (whether his 
subjects like it or not!), 30 scouting 
reports, 32 color pinups! 


wm 1 ¥ 
Arr eAr tt » % 


4 
etd 
INTERVIEW SPECIA 
coe A 


) vA ix. 4 

—The-Most Memorable 
“PWI Press Conferences” 

~ pm ‘Of All-Time ! 


PWIINEER VIEW: SPECIAL 

One select “Press Conference” since 
1979, PWIs first-year. Scott Hall, 
Bruno Sammartino, Dallas Page, 
Kevin Von Erich, Ric Flair, and more! 
32.color:pinup! 


~ 4690/02. 98/2c 


By Frank Krewda 


pound man descending on 

you from 15 feet above. 
Sounds scary, huh? Well, that’s 
what wrestlers on the Tex-Mex/ 
Louisiana independent scene often 
have to look forward to when they 
climb into the ring to face 25-year- 
old Kevin Northcutt. 

Mind you, Northcutt doesn’t 
spend all his time jumping around 
like a Luchadore. Sometimes he'll 
use his amateur wrestling skills (all- 
district honors at Holy Cross High 
School). Other times he'll use his 
vast knowledge of the martial arts 
(he has a black belt in tae-kwan- 
do). Or what he learned while serv- 
ing as a sparring partner for former 
Ultimate Fighting Champion Kevin 
Rossier, not to mention his own 
background in shootfighting 
(Northcutt is 2-0 in the International 
Warrior Federation bareknuckles 
competition). 

With a resume like that, North- 
cutt never doubted he could one 
day make a living as a professional 
wrestler. Neither, apparently, did 
Sika the Wild Samoan, who agreed 
to train Northcutt after his son, Big 
Matty Smalls, introduced Kevin to 
him in 1992. 

For the next year, Northcutt 
bounced bars on the bayou, threw 
himself into kickboxing, and worked 
toward the day he could call him- 
self a professional wrestler. That 
day finally came in February 1993, 
when he defeated Viper on a Mid- 
South Wrestling card. Since that 
day, Northcutt has remained a fan 
favorite, at least in Mid-South. 
When he drifts south of the border 
to wrestle on International Champ- 


Secu IMAGINE A 6’8”, 325- 
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Planchas. Topes. Superkicks. Anklelocks. | 
These are just some of the ways Mid-South 
heavyweight champ Kevin Northcutt can 
beat you. Athleticism and adaptability have 
this New Orleans native tearing up the 
Southern independent circuit 


Kevin Northcutt brings Solomon Grundy to 
his knees with a nervehold. A background 
in martial arts plus his formidable size 
make Northcutt one of Mid-South’s tough- 


est combatants. 


ionship Wrestling cards, he has 
found that fans do not exactly 
embrace his anti-Mexican alter 
ego, The Natural Born Killer. 

But controversy is something 
that Northcutt has already grown 
accustomed to dealing with—espe- 
cially in his two reigns as Mid- 
South heavyweight champ. His first 
reign was marred by treachery as 
former WWF and WCW superstar 
One Man Gang attacked himeafter 


he beat Elijah Levay for the belt in 
April of this year. It was a turn that 
left Northcutt bitter. “I brdught Gang 


in here to watch my back, only to 
have him steal the belt from me- 
He says he wants to put tradition 
back in the belt, but the only tradi- 
tion he’s going to see iS me 
whoopin’ his old [butt].” 

Northcutt eventually won the belt 
back from One Man Gang, but at 
press time, the two were still 
engaged in what has been the 
hottest feud of Northcutt’s career. 
“What | hate about veterans like 
Gang is that they fear change,” he 
said. “I represent a new breed of 


about Northcutt when he steps i 


wrestler. We're the Mid-South now, 
and we ain’t going nowhere. It’s 
time for the old guard to get out of 
the road!” 

Comments like these suggest 
that Northcutt has little regard for 
tradition, but the lifelong wrestling 
fan quickly points out that many of 
the stars of yesteryear actually 
inspire him, especially Terry 
“Bamm Bamm” Gordy. 

» ‘Terry:is igre ia he said. 


Indeed, es is vpathing ft 


the ring, but there is. plenty to 


impressed by. Northeutt is lithe 


enough to sustain an aerial attack, 
although he prefers to use submis- 
sion holds such as the anklelock. 
His superkick has proven to be a 
very effective finisher as well. And 
given his size, he has found that 
very few opponents are willing to 
trade punches with him. 


Northcutt’s well-rounded reper- 
toire and fierce sense of competi- 
tion have caught the attention of 
several independent promotions in 
Texas and Louisiana. He and The 
Maniac held the Texas tag team 
title for Lone Star Wrestling for nine 
months in 1995 and were the reign- 
ing champions when the promotion 
closed. Northcutt has also compet- 
ed in the Unified Wrestling Fed- 
eration Ape Ubiovate Championship 


territories. “Fj rst, | want fo win con- 


sistently | in Mexico, then | want to 
go over to Japan,” he said. “Japan 
is sort of a testing ground. If | can 
prove myself over there, !’ll know 
I’ve arrived.” 

Somewhere on the bayou, One 
Man Gang is wondering if that trip 
is really necessary: oO 
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OWEN HART 


N A 365-DAY period that began in April 1997 

and ended in April 1998, Owen Hart won the 

WWF Intercontinental and European titles, 
reunited with his brother, and caused serious 
injuries to Steve Austin and Ken Shamrock. 

So why did Owen proclaim in late-April of this 
year, “Enough is enough! This [stuff] has to stop! 
Things are going to have to change around here!” 

It's simple: When you're a wrestling Hart, los- 
ing to a wrestler you view as inferior, such as 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, is unacceptable. And 
losing time and again to Helmsley is enough to 
make a Hart change his ways. 

Perhaps Owen realized that being a lone wolf 
in today’s WWF is not a safe proposition. His 
reunion with Bret was short-lived because Bret 
jumped ship to WCW last fall. His partnership with 
the unstable Ken Shamrock was getting him 
nowhere. A loss to Helmsley at WrestleMania XIV 
was embarrassing. Another loss to Helmsley at 
Unforgiven—capped off by an ambush by 
DeGeneration X—put Owen over the top. 

The next night, Owen immediately put his plan 
into action. Early in a match pitting him and 
Shamrock against The Nation of Domination’s 
Rocky Maivia and Mark Henry, Owen jumped 
Shamrock from behind. The attack was brutal: 
Owen wrapped a chair around Shamrock’s ankle 
and jumped on it repeatedly, cracking a bone. He 
refused to release a “sharpshooter.” Then he bit 
Shamrock’'s ear. When Owen left the ring, the 
NOD followed close behind. 

“Owen's latest group might be short-lived, too,” 
said Senior Editor Bill Apter, who spoke with Hart. 
“They usually are. | think he’s a loner at heart.” 


eo 
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: People say ... 


Who cares what people say, 
Bill? When have I ever cared 
about what people say? I can’t 
go around worrying about what 
people say. Otherwise I’d never 
get anything accomplished. Now 
go ahead. Finish your question. 
What do people say, Bill? I 
can’t wait to hear this. 


ES ie 


C’mon, spit it out already! I 
know what people are saying 
about me. I hear what’s going 
on. They’re saying I’m unsta- 
ble. They want to know why ’'m 
with the Nation. Well, I’ll tell 
you why: I’m with the Nation 
because I didn’t like the way 
things were going. Because I 
like the idea of somebody 
watching my back. Shamrock 
sure as hell wasn’t. 

Was he supposed to? 

No. 

So? 


I’m not saying he was supposed . 


to. Did you hear me say he was 
supposed to watch my back? 
No, but you made a point of say- 
ing that he wasn’t watching your 
back. Look here. (Apter shows 
Hart his notes.) “I like the idea of 
somebody watching my back. 
Shamrock sure as hell wasn’t.” 
Well, he wasn’t. 


: And you weren’t watching his, 


either. 
I wasn’t supposed to. 


: Exactly. But can you trust the 


Nation? Nobody else has been 
able to trust them. 
Like who? 


: Like Faaroog? 


Faarooqg is yesterday’s news. 
“The Rock” brought the Nation 
into a new era. A much better 
era. 


: But how can you trust Rocky 


Maivia? After all, you feuded 
with him less than a year ago. 
You beat him for the I-C title. The 
man is an egomaniac. You’re both 
strong-willed people. I can’t see 
the two of you peacefully co- 
existing for more than a few 
months. 


Owen Hart sports a kind of scowl of 

which Rocky Maivia must be proud. Can 

he last long as a member of the Nation? 
_ He seems to think so. 


Hart’s primary target these days has been Hunter Hearst Helmsley. Don’t expect the 
feud between the two to end anytime soon. It has expanded to include all of the 
Nation and all of DeGeneration X. 
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Once an opponent of Mark Hen Owen 
is now going to be relying on Henry to 


watch his back Gate title matches. Will 


he? We'll see! 


7 s 


A: I can trust him. 

Q: How can you know that for sure? 

A: Instinct. Just call it instinct. 
Listen, this is the way it is: I was 
looking for a little help—a little 
backup—and they were willing 
to help. That whole match with 
me and Shamrock against “The 
Rock” and Henry? It was thing 
of beauty. Once I took the first 
couple shots at Shamrock, I 
knew they would just join right 
in. We all knew what we were 
doing, every one of us except 
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Shamrock, who walked into an 
ambush. Stupid. He’s an idiot. 
He wasn’t watching his back. 


: Should he have been? 
: Yeah, he should have been. 


After the things I said the 
night before at Unforgiven, 
about things having to change? 
What did he think I was talk- 
ing about, a facelift? A change 
in my workout regimen? Me 
buying some new clothes? He 
had to figure something was 
going to change, and change 


POP © POP 
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: He’s your brother, 


radically, and if I wasn’t about 
to make some new friends, what 
did he think I was talking 
about? 


: I don’t think anybody knew. 
: And that’s what made it such 


an ingenious plan. 
knew. 


Nobody 


: Including Shamrock, who turned 


out to be an innocent bystander. 
Innocent bystander? I don’t 
know about that. Somebody had 
to be the victim, so it was him. 
You know, in this sport, you 
have symbols. To me, Sham- 
rock’s broken ankle is a symbol 
of the new Owen Hart. The new 
and improved Owen Hart. 


: But why new? You were having 


a great year. You were Intercon- 
tinental champion, European 
champion, even World tag team 
champion not too long ago. The 
next step had to be ... 


: What am I today? 
: Nothing. 
: Exactly. I don’t have a title. 


And that has to change. 


: Can we talk about Bret for a 


minute? 
No. 


: Why not? 
: Because I don’t want to talk 


about Bret. If you want to talk 
about Bret, talk to Bret. He’ll 
answer all your questions. 
Bret doesn’t talk about me, so 
why should I talk about him? 
and he 
jumped to WCW. 


: That’s right, he’s my brother, 


and I love him. I’m glad we 
reconciled before he left. I talk 
to him whenever I feel like 
talking to him. So let’s just 
leave it at that. 


: And he’s on Hulk Hogan’s side. 


How do you deal with that? 


: Listen, I told you I didn’t want 


to talk about Bret, and I’m not 
going to talk about Bret. 
We’re here to talk about me, 
and I’ll only answer questions 
about me. What Bret does is 
his business. He’s happy. 
What else matters? 


: Okay, on to another subject. 


them. “Road Dog.” Billy 
Gunn. X-Pac. Shawn Michaels 
is a lowlife, and he ain’t even 
around these days. Helmsley 
for sure. Biggest lowlife of all. 
If you ask me, DeGeneration X 
is in big trouble when 
Michaels comes back, because 
he’s not going to deal with 
Helmsley’s crap. But first 
things first: DX is going to 
have to survive the next few 
months, and I just don’t see 
that happening, 

Q: So what’s next? You’re still 
after the European title, but it 
seems to me that you should be 
in hot pursuit of the World title 
held by Steve Austin. 

A: Helmsley’s near the top of my 
list, but the World title is 
always the main goal. It’s some- 
thing I’ve never won, and it’s 
the one thing I want to win. 
Soon. The way I see it, you stick 
me in that ring, and you have 
the Nation watching my back, 
and there’s nothing I can’t do. 
Just watch. I said things were 
going to change, and if you ask 
me, they’re already changing. 
There’s big stuff ahead. Big 


ae ; . stuff. And that’s all the time I 
Steve Austin’s WWF World title is Hart’s ultimate goal. It's one of the few champi- h v tal 
onships he’s aimed for that he hasn’t won ... yet. ave, SO 1m outta here, | 


Very clearly, the Nation is 


involved in an escalating feud Sah Reiter a ea 

: = age : art’s a great mat technician, but in 
WetbsDeGeneravon: a whiten today’s WWF, out-of-the-ring mayhem 
makes sense because they’re the counts for as much as pure technical 
two most powerful cliques in the skill. Just ask Dude Love! 


WWF. DeGeneration X caused 
you so much trouble in your 
feud with Helmsley, and it’s a 
fair bet that they're not going to 
back off, especially now that 
you're with the Nation, Has 
your war with DeGeneration X 
intensified? 

A: In a word, yes, and let me tell 
you something: They started 
this, not me. I was trying to 
wrestle Helmsley and win the 
European title, but they 
couldn’t keep their noses out 
of my business. First it was 
that freak of nature Chyna, 
then it was the whole lot of 
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ZUGER 


Lex Luger “racks” up yet another win 
with his favorite finisher. Many of our 
panelists aren't convinced that joining 
NWO Wolfpac was a smart move by 
the “Total Package.” 
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CAPT. LOU ALBANO — 
“Lex Luger has all the tools, daddy—all the tools 
to be a champ again. But he needs fo distance 
himself from that whole NWO mess. | tell ya, 
ate on the red and black T-shirt isn’t going 

elp his career at all. Not one bit. | know Lex is 
trying to do right by Sting, but at this stage of his 
career, Luger needs to focus on a run af the WCW 
World title, whether his good friend is wearing the 
helt or not. He might not get another chance for a 
long time.” 


Capt, Lou Albano, “The Guiding Light,” has man- 


aged 13 different tag teams to a record 17 WWF 


World tag team titles. 


FABULOUS MOOLAH 
“This stud has it all, darlin’. They don’t call him 
‘Flexy Lexy’ for nothin’. And he is as loyal as they 
come. You really can’t blame him for that little 
episode with Sting a while back; nobody knew 
who to trust. Even though he’s joined Kevin 
Nash's half of the NWO, he’s still tryin’ to get rid 
of The Giant, Hollywood Hogan, and Scott Steiner, 
and that can’t be bad for wrestlin’. Besides, his 
fans still love him and that means a lot to him.” 


Fabulous Moblah, the finest woman wrestler in 
history, held the World title for 28 years. She now 
trains wrestlers in Columbia, South Carolina. 


KILLER KOWALSKI 
“When | hear the name Lex Luger, | think of a 
guy who is supposed to have all the goods. Maybe 
he does, but what has he gained by them? A few 
belts? And what did Luger do after he finally won 
the WCW World title? He lost it in five days. Five 
days! Just goes to show you that all those pretty 
muscles don’t amount to very much if you don’t 
know what to do with them. Maybe being part of 
that Wolfpac thing will give him a boost, but | 
wouldn’t count on it.” 


Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic rule- 
breakers in the history of the sport, runs a 
wrestling school in Malden, Massachusetts. 


OLE ANDERSON 

“Lex Luger in the NWO? Give me a break. I've seen 
this bit before. Luger acts like a real team player at 
first, but then that narcissist inside him starts to take 
over. Then, just when things are rolling along, 
Luger’s head swells up. Next thing you know, ol’ Lex 
is whining and causing dissension. He did it when he 
was with the Horsemen, and | bet he'll do in the 
NWO. | give Luger a few months at most before The 
Wolfpac puts him out on his conceited butt.” 


Ole Anderson, a five-time former NWA World tag 
team champion and founding member of The Four 
Horsemen, has been retired for several years. 


HARLEY RACE 

“Although Lex Luger and | have had our ups and 
downs over the years, few people know the man 
and the wrestler as well as | do. I’ve seen what 
Luger is capable of accomplishing when he puts 
his mind to it. He is an incredibly gifted wrestler 
and a tireless competitor who can beat any 
wrestler in the world. However, Lex really needs 
to get his priorities in order and establish a game 
plan before his career passes him by. He can't 
waste any more time.” 


Harley Race, an eight-time NWA World champion, 
also managed three-time former WCW World 
champion and current WWF contender Vader. 


PAUL ORNDORFF 
“Regardless of his affiliation with the NWO, | think 
Lex is still one of the premier athletes in wrestling. 
He delivers some of the most devastating clothes- 
lines, and his ‘torture rack’ is one of the more feared 
submission holds going. Plus, he can trade punches 
and kicks with the best brawlers around. When you 
consider that he’s been near the top of his profession 
for as long as he has, you can see that the nickname 
‘Total Package’ is on the money.” 


Former WCW TV and World tag team champion 
Paul Orndorff retired from active competition 
after suffering a neck injury in December 1995. 
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THE SQUARED CIRCLE 


Grande Wrestling Allian- \ faa 


ce’s visit to Sandy Run 
Middle School in Dresher, ree 
Pennsylvania, on “Career 
Interest Day” was certainly 
memorable for teacher 
Martin Beilin, who is lifted 
by “Big” Bob Steele. GWA 
TV champ “Mack Daddy” 
Ron Starr and Beilin’s stu- 
denis look on. 


v Associate Editor Frank Krewda tries to explain to a visibly displeased Tom 
Brandi why his name doesn't appear anywhere in last month's ratings. 


1 


«ali: 


we a Ce. ee ee ee 


A Wrestling legend Lou Thesz makes a wish as 
his wife, Charlie, holds his birthday cake. The 
six-time former NWA World champion and his 
wife celebrated Lou’s 82nd birthday with the 
Staff of THE WRESTLER. 


> Wrestling agent/promoter Elliot Pollack and promoter Les 
Thatcher present Melanie Pillman with a check for $23,500, all 
of which was raised at a Brian Pillman Memorial Card. Among 
those participating in the show were Steve Austin, Chris 
Jericho, and Sunny. 
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> Buh Buh Ray Dudley 

shows off his latest 
acquisition. Aside from 
beating on Tommy Dreamer 
and The Sandman, Buh 
Buh Ray enjoys collecting 
old cars. 


Kevin Nash might call himself “Big Sexy,” but 
he certainly doesn’t belong in the same pic- 
ture as Fire, Chae, and Kimberly of the Nitro 
girls. Actually, the girls were looking for a road- 
ie and big Kev was first to volunteer. 


DC GAAAAA LAA 4 ee OARS i 


A Former women's champ 
Penny Banner is still 
active, although not in the 
ting. Penny recently 
placed highest in her age 
- AJim Cornette and The Metal Maniac look just as happy to be giving Debbie Combs a group in a Senior Games 
_ foot massage as she is to be getting one after a long night of NWA action in New Jersey. Competition swim meet. 


————————————eerrerrreoerrr 
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STEVE AUSTIN 


LTHOUGH HIS profanity- 
A laced tirades have come to 
represent the new WWF 
“attitude,” Steve Austin was actually 
the first graduate of “Gentleman” 
Chris Adams’ wrestling school in 
Texas. Adams may have taught him a 
thing or-two about being a wrestler, 
but he’didn’t teach him much about 
being a gentleman. 

Within a year of his graduation 
from wrestling school in 1989, the 
star pupil turned against his teacher, 
sparking a feud that also involved 
Adams’ first wife, Jeannie (who was 
on Austin’s side) and Adams’ second 
wife, Toni. 

Austin made his WCW debut on 
May 31, 1991, and defeated Bobby 
Eaton for the first of his two TV cham- 
pionships only three days later. He 
later formed The Hollywood Blonds 
with Brian Pillman, and the two of 
them defeated Rick Steamboat and 
Shane Douglas for the WCW tag 
team belts on March 2, 1993. Austin 
and Lord Steven Regal (who was 
subbing for an injured Pillman) lost 
the belts to Arn Anderson and Paul 
Roma in August 1993. 

“Stunning” Steve’s next big win 
came at Starrcade ’93, when he upend- 
ed Dustin Rhodes for the U.S. title. 
Eight months later, Steamboat beat 
him for the belt. Austin, however, got it 
back when an injury kept “The 
Dragon” from defending it at Fall 
Brawl °94. Unfortunately, that same 
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night, Hacksaw Duggan pinned him 
for it in just 27 seconds. 

A serious knee injury kept Austin 
out for several months in 1995, and 
soon after he recovered, Austin 
moved on to ECW. He only stayed 
there a few months before joining 
the WWF as the “Ring Master.” He 
finally began to shine after his man- 
ager, Ted DiBiase, left the WWF, 


and “Stone-Cold” won the 1996 
King of the Ring tournament. 

Fans began cheering him in the 
middle of his feud with Bret Hart. 
Austin fared well in his wars with the 
entire Hart Foundation and teamed 
with Shawn Michaels to beat Davey 
Boy Smith and Owen Hart for the 
WWF tag team title on May 26, 1997. 
The team eventually disintegrated, 
but Austin and Dude Love grabbed 
the belts in a tournament. 

In the most courageous effort of 
his career, Austin overcame tempo- 
rary paralysis to pin Owen for the 
I-C belt at SummerSlam '97, but he 
was later forced him to relinquish 
that and his half of the tag team 
title due to the injury. Austin beat 
Hart for the belt again at Survivor 
Series, but this time forfeited it to 
Rocky Maivia after Vince Mc- 
Mahon berated him for his tactics. 
Austin ended up throwing the 
Intercontinental belt into a river. 

“Stone-Cold” then set his sights 
on Michaels’ World title and de- 
throned “The Heartbreak Kid” at 
WrestleMania XIV, just two months 
after a much-publicized confrontation 
with Mike Tyson, the guest “enforcer” 
for the match. Since that victory, 
Austin has found his stiffest competi- 
tion in Titan Towers. McMahon is 
determined to mold him into a corpo- 
rate stooge. But the fans remain firmly 
behind their blue-collar hero, whom 
we proudly feature in our “Spotlight.” 


June 1991: Bobby 
Eaton cannot find a 
Meher escape Austin’s 


; than a 
s debut in the 
federation. 


September 1993: Austin and the late Brian 
Pillman—The Hollywood Blonds—were WCW 
tag team champs in 1993 but endedup feuding 
after Austin turned to Col. Robert Parker for 
guidance. 


August 1990: Austin 
splashessChris Adams. 
Austin’s career has always 
been enshrouded In con- — 
troversy. This feud started 
when Austin turned against 
the man who trained him. 


? 

in7as 
March 1998Austin sends 
Shawn Michaels over the 
top.rope at WrestleMania 
XIV. Austin would go on to 
win his first WWF World 


title after nailing HBK with 
a “Stone-Cold stunner.” 


December 1993: Evensduting his WCW 
days, Austin was neVer afraid tobend the 
rules. Here hetugs on the hair of Dustin 
Rhodes, whom he beat for the U.S, title at 
Starrcade that year. 


August 1997: “Stone-Cold” over- 
came a crippling piledriver from 
Owen Hart at SummerSlam to 
capture the first of his two I-C 
titles. Austin beat Hart for the belt 
a second time three months: later 
at Survivor Series: 
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By Bryan Ethier 


NCE UPON A time, long 
before Marc Mero was mar- 
velous and Hunter Hearst 


‘Helmsley had perfected the De- 
Generation X crotch-chop, an inno- 


cent damsel clad in an elegant 


black evening « 
_ wrestling arena. By her si 
stood a huffy, smug ari 
bedecked in England’s — 
_ apparel, his long sandy-b 


jown appeared in. 
ther 


nter Hearst 


ago an 
long Mero 


and lived a life of subservience, 
wanting for every liberty enjoyed by 
most free women. 

This lovely lady was named 
Sable, and on the night of Wres- 


~tleMania XII, her arduous life of 


oppression abruptly changed. 


Deep in the bowels of Her Maj- 


a of Egos, Sir Galahad 
fi 


unleashed a humiliating harangue 
of insults. This gratuitous verbal 
assault on Sable tore through 
Mero’s heart. infuriated, he raced 
fo Sable’s aid. With a slashing left 
hand anda bruising uppercut, he 
sent “Triple-H” to the bleachers, 
forever releasing Sable from her 


il 


oS 


HAS 


ny saucy womenin 


Two years a6°: Sable was just one of ma 

Hunter Hearst Helmsley's stable of valets and groupies. Who 

knew back then that she had the guts required to be in 
DeGeneration X? “Triple -H” did! 


eek, 
72 “ate 


3 
4 > 


oS AS hel eum oui ‘ ; 


mated that she and 
Helmsley may re- 
tain a semblance 
of their ill-begotten 
relationship from 
the mid-1990s. 

“Remember, the 
two of them spent 
a long time togeth- 
er,” said one WWF 
wrestler. “You don’t 
steal a woman 
from another man 
and expect her not 
to have some feel- 
ings for the oth- 
er guy. | always 
sensed a kind of 
tension between 
Sable and Helms- 
ley. Now I’m start- 
ing to see a different side of 
Sable. She’s not that innocent girl 
Mero rode off with the night of 
WrestleMania XII.” 

After enduring many months of 
humiliation and oppression from 
Mero (ironically similar to what she 
bore from Helmsley), Sable came 
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Given Sable’s recent 


actions, there’s no ques- 
tion that she and Mero will 
not speak again for a long, 
long time. But what’s her 
connection with “Triple-H” 
these days? 


into her own as both a personality 
and a competitor. She took to the 
mat with Luna and publicly stood 
up to her former friend and side- 
man—by slamming a well-placed 
boot into Mero’s groin. 

Throughout this dramatic trans- 
formation, Sable was one of the 


most outspoken per- 
formers in the WWF. 
With her entry into 
wrestling society, 
other women per- 
formers such as 
Chyna and Luna 
have assumed a 
more aggressive 
role in the sport. 
Sunny, always a 
highly respected 
manager, is back in 
the limelight, too, 
heading the popular 
LOD 2000. 

Sable had to 
leave the WWF 
after Mero duped 
her and pinned her 
at the Over the 
Edge pay-per-view, but just 
before this magazine went to 
press, THE WRESTLER heard from 
several people close to Sable. 
They revealed that she had been 
in contact with some very power- 
ful lawyers and would likely be 
seeking a way to return to the 


federation in some capacity. 

*Sable really did change a lot in 
‘a very short time,” said WWF 
broadcaster Michael Cole. “Maybe 
something about her previous 
relationship with ‘Triple-H’ had 
something to do with that. | really 
don’t know.” 

Maybe it did. Little has been 
disclosed about the Hunter- 
Sable relationship. One should 
also consider that two years ago, 
- Hunter was consid- 
ered more stuffy and 
arrogant than rude or 
offensive. The lewd, 
boorish side of his 
personality manifest- 
ed quickly after he 
began to team with 
the abrasive and 
sophomorically vul- 
gar Shawn Michaels. 

“Don't let ap- 
pearances deceive 
you,” he said. “] have 
always been ‘Triple- 
H,’ head of DX, even 
when DX was just a 
dream of mine. You 
loathsome swine 
needed to be roused 
from your emotional 
impotence before | 
could cut my swath 
in the WWF. Now you 
know who you're 
dealing with. Sable 
knew who she was 


rumor and speculation as that of 
this nation’s current President. 
Some believe she led an under- 
ground feminist movement before 
linking with “Triple-H.” Others 
believe she engineered a friend- 
ship with Helmsley simply to get 
her toe in wrestling’s door, that 
her plan all along was to start a 
women’s wrestling supergroup. 

And of Helmsley’s appraisal of 
his former underling? 


dealing with. Has it 
ever dawned on your 
pea-sized brains why 
she stood quietly at 
my side? Because 
she knows the kind of 
man ‘Triple-H’ was ... 
and is.” 

Helmsley will al- 
ways be a degener- 


Although he once rushed 
to Sable’s aid, Mero was 
happy to rush her out of 
the WWF. He’s proud of 
the fact that he was able 
to humiliate her. lf she 
returns—as a member of 
DX no less—she could 


‘ cause a lot more prob- 


lems for him. 


ate at heart—that is, if you 
believe him and his colleagues. 
(And based on his antisocial 
behavior, who wouldn’t believe 
it?) But does that make Sable a 
candidate for DX-hood if she 
does get reinstated? 

Sabje's past is as rife with 


“Don’t be fooled by the pretty 
smile—Sable still has some DX 
in her!” Helmsley told us. “She's 
got the smarts to leave a guy 
who's no good. What’s more 
exciting than a woman kicking 
some loser in the groin? You 
ever ask yourself where she 


learned to stand up on her own? 
From me, that’s who! If she 
comes back, maybe we'll have a 
spot open for her.” 

Hideous as it may seem, 
Helmsley paints a picture of a blos- 
soming wrestling star who would fit 
into DX. Sable is controversial, 
headstrong, and opinionated. She 
takes no guff from anyone, and she 
pays attention only to those she 
deems worthy of her time. 


Since WrestleMania XII, she 
has become a smirking, snarling 
lioness, adored by the fans as the 
WWF's new maverick. But if her 
latent DX personality further 
asserts itself, how long will it 
before the fans’ hoots and hollers 
change to boos and catcalls? (] 


The Wrestier 33 


THE MOTHER Ob 


A WWF vs. WCW 
SUPERCTARD IS NO 
LONGER JUST TALK! 


UL PAY-PER-VEWS 


Never inevitable, always seemingly 
impossible, the idea of WCW and WWF 
wrestlers competing against each other has 


only been the province of dream matches. 


That could all change 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


IKE NATHANSON IS a 
Peres fan from Balti- 

more, Maryland, right 
smack in the middle of traditional 
WWF and WCW territory, and if 
you ask him which federation he 
likes more, he'll ask you, “Who’s 
wrestling tonight?” Every Monday 


night, he tapes Nitro and watches 
Raw, except for the times when he 
tapes Raw and watches Nitro. 
Thunder won out over Seinfeld 
every time. Pay-per-views? Deep 
pockets Nathanson gets ‘em all. 
He eats, drinks, and sleeps 
wrestling. 

But as much as this 23-year-old 
steel worker loves his wrestling, 
there’s one thing he won't let him- 
self think about. It's too much of a 
tease. He knows it will never hap- 
pen, so why bother giving it any 
thought? Besides, there were 
times in the past when he thought 
it might happen, but it didn’t. He’s 
not going to get disappointed 
again. 

“A WWF vs. WCW supercard?” 

Nathanson asked. “No way. Never 
gonna happen. First of all, Vince 
McMahon and Eric Bischoff hate 
each other too much to ever work 
together on anything. Second of 
all, it has never happened, so why 
should it happen now, just when 
they're in the middle of this huge 
war? Don’t even bother me with 
this. Yeah, | know there are rum- 
blings again, but | don’t believe 
any of it. If it ever happens, you 
can bet I'll be there, but it ain’t 
happening.” 

We ran into Mr. Nathanson dur- 
ing a WWF card at Baltimore 
Arena in mid-May, just when the 
rumblings were turning into rumors 
and the rumors were threatening 
to turn into action. 

A few weeks earlier, DeGen- 
eration X had launched its verbal 
attack on WCW outside the Scope 
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in Norfolk, Virginia, where WCW 
was holding Nitro. 

“Let our people go!” chanted 
the WWF wrestlers, a reference 
to former WWF stars Kevin Nash 
and Scott Hall who, according to 
DX’s X-Pac, are being held 
hostage in WCW by Eric Bischoff. 

A few weeks later, DX mem- 
bers visited the CNN Center in 
Atlanta dressed in battle gear and 
asking to see Ted Turner. Their 
visit to WCW headquarters 
prompted WCW Executive Vice 
President Nick Lambros to call 
911. The next night, Bischoff chal- 
lenged McMahon to wrestle him at 
Slamboree ’98 the following 
Sunday in Worcester, Massa- 
chusetts, just a few hours away 
from the WWF's offices in Stam- 
ford, Connecticut. McMahon never 
showed up (Bischoff should have 
known that after receiving a letter 
from WWF's lawyers ordering him 
to desist from suggesting that 
McMahon would be at Slamboree) 
and Bischoff claimed victory by 
forfeit. 
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close to happening,” 
said one WWF official, 
“put if you asked me six 
months ago if | thought 
any of our wrestlers 
would show up at CNN 
Center, | would have 
laughed, so maybe we 
are getting close.” 

For decades, the 
WWF and WCW didn’t 
even recognize each 
other. You could have 
watched every single 
minute of every single 
WWF and NWA/WCW 
card in the 1970s, 
1980s, and early-’90s 
and not heard a single 
mention of the rival fed- 
eration. That changed 
when WCW introduced 
Nitro on Monday nights 
and went head-to-head 
with the WWF’s Raw. 
Each federation acknowl- 
edged the other's exis- 
tence and claimed 
superiority, but it didn’t go 
much further ... until DX 


invaded WCW’s territory. 
That’s when, amazingly, 
this long-distance feud took 
on a different look. Not only did 
DX members declare war on 


Sooner or later, he 
might have to defend that sup- 
posed victory. 

Now hear this, Mike Nathanson 
and all you wrestling fans out 
there: After all these years of 
the WWF and WCW warring, 
feuding, and stealing each 
other’s talent—after all the 
lawsuits, threats, Monday 
night ratings wars, and pay- 
per-view battles, it might final- 
ly happen. 

A WWF vs. WCW pay-per- 
view is no longer just talk. 
The Mother of All Supercards 
could happen ... if everything 
falls into place. 

“| don’t know if it’s that 


WCW, but their declaration was 
aired on Raw.-Bischoff’s re- 
sponse was unprecedented, too, 
as was his insistence that he 
wouldn’t apologize to Sean 
Waltman, whom he had fired ear- 
lier in the year. 

Here was real conversation 
between these two giant federa- 
tions. Not just “our federation is 
better than your federation” talk, 
but real conversation over real 
issues: Waltman’s firing, the con- 
tract status of Nash and Hall, 
Lambros calling 911, Bischoff 
challenging McMahon to a 
match, WWF lawyers re- 
sponding, Bischoff reading the 
lawyers’ letter on Thunder, and 
this: WWF and WCW stars— 
Steve Austin, Chris Jericho, 
Chris Benoit, and Sunny to be 
specific—appearing together to 
raise money at a Brian Pillman 
memorial card in Norwood, Ohio. 

At Slamboree ’98, Bischoff 
and WCW officials held out hope 
that McMahon would appear, 
even though he had given no 
indication that he would. The 
“Vinnie Mac cam” was backstage 
waiting to catch a glimpse of the 
WWE owner if he had shown up. 
He didn’t. Ring announcer Michael 


Buffer announced Bischoff's oppo- 


nent as McMahon. 


Still, it's not McMahon vs. Bisch- 


off that wrestling fans 
crave, although that would be fine, 
too. 

“I'd like to see them kick the crap 
out of each other,” Nathanson said. 
“But what | really want is DeGen- 
eration X vs. NWO. Austin vs. 
Hogan, or maybe Austin vs. 
Goldberg. Sting vs. Shamrock. 
Helmsley vs. Savage. The Legion 
of Doom vs. Hall and Nash. No- 


disqualification, no-countout 
matches. | don't think either 
federation has the guts to go 
through with it.” 

Nathanson might be right. 

Talk to WCW insiders and 
they’ll tell you McMahon won't 
go through with the card. Talk 
to WWF officials and they'll tell 
you Bischoff really wants no part 
of the WWF. Turner has stayed 
away from the issue, but he 
would have to give the final 
stamp of approval. WCW can’t 
get into bed with the WWF until 
Turner says it’s okay. 
“The key is getting both sides 
to sit down and talk,” said a WCW 
insider. “So far, that hasn’t hap- 
pened. | don’t know what would 
happen if you put McMahon and 
Bischoff at opposite sides of a 
table. They’d probably try to kill 
each other. But holding a joint 
pay-per-view would be a very 
complicated venture, and it would 
require a lot of negotiating.” 

So far, only initial shots have 
been fired. Nobody has sat down 
for a truce. It might never happen. 
But there has never been a more 
likely time than now. Oo 
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Vader is once again displaying 
incredible killer instinct, thanks * 
to The Undertaker (although 
Barry Windham won't be thank- 
ing Undertaker anytime soon). ie 


= 
-) 
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a 


VADER’S 
PSYCHOTIC 
PSYCHOLOGIST 
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What went on during the three months 
Vader was recuperating from Kane’s 
assault with a deadly weapon? 

Ask Undertaker: He created a new man 
to help destroy his little brother! 


By Bryan Ethier 


ERHAPS THE MOST dis- 
Preanenin aspect of those 

two idle months was over- 
coming the initial feelings of hope- 
lessness and desperation. 

I'm the invalid now, the once- 
indestructible Vader thought short- 
ly after undergoing orbital surgery. 
Days earlier, the wrench wielded 
by Kane had shattered the bone 
surrounding Vader’s eye; it had 
also splintered an ego larger than 
his massive frame. /’m the one 
who can't lift his head. I’m the one 
being ridiculed. 

So mused a rueful, crestfallen 
Vader as he began his involuntary 
medical hiatus. The madman who 
had made a living crushing the 
bones of others found himself pow- 
erless, unable to exert enough 
strength to crush a chicken bone, 
much less the spine of a top 10 
contender. 

Vader sweated and hyperventi- 
lated night after agonizing night fol- 
lowing that awful February evening 
when Kane raised his arm and 
slammed the wrench—in this case 
it was used as a genuine power 
tool—into the face of his nemesis. 
Dark, spiritless nights when Vader 
began to wonder, Do ! still have 
what it takes to be a winner? 

He had never been a loser in 
the WWF, but he had also never 
been the juggernaut and champi- 
on that had stalked WCW like 
Godzilla in midtown Manhattan. 
Vader's clutch on the federation’s 
upper rungs became even more 
tenuous when Kane sent him spin- 
ning into an unconscious void. 
Vader might have completely 
tossed in the proverbial towel and 
retired were it not for the support 
and comfort of an unlikely ally: 
The Undertaker. 

In an exclusive interview with 
THE WRESTLER, a WWF insider 
familiar with the unique agreement 
sown between the two termed 
Undertaker’s support “absolutely 
vital” to Vader's welfare. 
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“| sincerely doubt Vader would 
be back in the ring at this time 
were it not for Undertaker’s inspi- 
ration and his moral and psycho- 
logical support,” said the source. 
“Undertaker visited Vader fre- 
quently, and he worked to rebuild 
the man’s badly bruised, ego.” 

The two questions you might be 
asking yourself are why ... and 
how? 

The why is relatively under- 
standable: Undertaker and Vader 
both hate Kane. Both men have 
been wronged by the nefarious 
grappler; both have sought re- 
venge. For Undertaker, what bet- 
ter way to deal with his brother 
than to have an outsider inflict the 
damage on his behalf? By using 
Vader as a hitman of sorts, Un- 
dertaker can rid himself of his 
chief rival, perhaps the only man 
alive capable of forever burying 
Undertaker seven feet under. 

So for Undertaker, serving as 
Vader’s chief psychoanalyst was 
in fact a wise business decision. 

The how is a bit more compli- 
cated. To understand Dr. Under- 
taker’s modus operandi, one must 
fully appreciate the desperate 
state of mind Vader was in. 

“He was listless for weeks at a 
time, unable to move off his 
couch,” said our source. “He saw 
little hope of returning to his prior 
form, and it was all because of the 
Kane incident.” 

Bleak, indeed. According to our 
informant, Undertaker and Vader 
met at a secret location. For 45 
minutes a session, the souls of 
Vader and Undertaker were locked, 
as if the two men were emotional- 
ly—and totally—dependent on 
each other. In a sense they were, 
and the image of Kane served as 
their emotional umbilical cord. In 
layman's terms, Undertaker helped 
Vader reclaim his self-worth by 
conquering the emotional demons 
that had nearly slain him weeks 
earlier. Using Kane as the focal 
point, Undertaker took Vader 
through a series of cognitive recon- 
ditioning therapies. 
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Undertaker and Vader know each 
other well from having feuded in 
the past (above). Today, Vader 
would prefer to destroy Kane 
instead (below), and that's fine 
with Undertaker. 
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Bob Holly seems to be trying to wake 


a sleeping Vader. The fact is, though, 
Vader has reawakened—and the 
entire WWF should beware! 


“It sounds very much as if 
Undertaker helped Vader draw 
strength by sublimating the 
patient’s helplessness first into 
anger, then into incredible intensi- 
ty,” said noted wrestling psycholo- 
gist Dr. Sidney M. Basil. “As 
Vader's contempt for Kane grew, 
his confidence and determination 
blossomed. Kane became the 
emotional dart board into which 
Vader hurled darts of fear, then 
resentment, then anger, and finally 
power. With every emotional dart 
thrown, Vader became that much 
more emotionally revived.” 
According to those close to the 
former WWF champ, Undertaker 
has also benefited from the one- 
on-one counseling, for it has 


sharpened his focus against his 
brother. The doubt that once para- 
lyzed him from launching a full 
assault against Kane has van- 
ished. Look for a meaner, sharper 
Undertaker in the future. 


Meanwhile, Vader looks more 
imposing than ever. He has al- 
ready rushed to Undertaker's aid 
in their battle against Paul Bearer 
and Kane. One WWF matchmaker 
disclosed recently that Vader has 
turned down matches against 
other top-flight wrestlers in order 
to be at arenas that feature Kane- 
Undertaker matches. 

‘There is no question Vader is 
reborn and Undertaker is rejuve- 
nated,” said our source. “The only 
thing one should be concerned 
over is whether Undertaker’s ther- 
apy has had a hypnotic effect on 
Vader. Is Vader obsessing over 
Kane? If so, that could be a bad 
sign. But it’s too early to say; for 
now, I’d say Undertaker has 
served him well.” 

Vader is healed physically; that 
can be documented by consulting 
recent X-rays. Mentally, as the 
result of Undertaker’s support and 
assistance, his hopelessness and 
desperation have been replaced 
by ferocity and determination. 

Perhaps Dr. Undertaker /s the 
ideal emotional healer. After all, he 
certainly succeeded in raising 
Vader’s killer instinct from the 
dead. a 


Masked for mayhem, Vader flips Bart 
Gunn to the canvas on the way to yet 


another brutally impressive win. 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


from confronting WCW World champion Hollywood 

Hogan on this night. But when he got off his plane in 
Kansas City, Missouri, earlier in the day, he was limping 
slightly. And when he arrived at Kemper Arena, he was limp- 
ing. And when he came out to issue a challenge to Hogan, 
he was limping. And when he left the locker room for his 
match with Hogan, he was limping. And while he tried to dis- 
guise the limp and walk normally down the runway to the 
ring, there was no disguising the pain on his face ... or the 
determination. 

It would be the right kind of night for Savage, a winning a se 
night, although he didn’t regain the World title he had lost so ome Rookie WCW referee Charles) 
painfully to Hogan less than a month earlier. It would be a q Bobinson ors inset) found ne 
night when the decades of injuries and pain he had endured » Faoa oeectint antl eS 
since his pro debut in 1973 would all show on his face. ne _ disturbed him greatly ‘i 

Nothing could keep Savage from his match against {RN SS CEN Ft 


Tien: WAS NOTHING that could keep Randy Savage 
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TVE NEVER SEEN PAIN LIKE 
| SAW IN SAVAGE'S FACED 
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Hogan. He knew all day long that 

Hogan would accept his chal- 

lenge, and he did. And six days 

later, nothing could keep Savage 

from his match against hated rival 

Bret Hart, although the best he 

could do was beat the “Hitman” by 

disqualification after Hogan inter- 

fered. For weeks, the “Macho 

Man” had been living up to his 

nickname, enduring pain that few 

men could endure. He was wres- 

tling with a partially torn anterior 

cruciate ligament in his right knee 

that would have kept any sane 

man prone in his easy chair 

“ HollyWood Hogan takes one watching wrestling matches in- 
a eieeemimatam stead of competing in them, 

"May 11 edition of Nitro. avage will not discuss the pain 

Robinson wanted to stop the he is enduring. He won’t give his 

eee a a an obliga- enemies the satisfaction. He 

eS: knows nothing would please Bret 

Hart more than to hear Savage 

say, “I’m hurting. | can barely sleep 

at night. When | wrestle, | feel like 

somebody's sticking 1,000 needles 

in my knee. It’s almost unen- 

durable.” We know this to be true, 

because that’s the way people with 


Hogan’s offensive against the “Macho 
Man” was formidable (left and right), 
but Savage's worst enemy in the match 
was actually himself—and his injured 
knee. But he wouldn't give in. 


tears in their anterior cruciate liga- 
ments feel. It doesn’t take an inside 
source to know the pain Savage is 
experiencing. 

Charles Robinson knows. 
Robinson, a young referee who 
has been working WCW matches 
for less than a year, had the privi- 
lege of officiating the Savage vs. 
Hogan match at Kemper Arena 
that aired on the May 11 edition of 
Nitro. |t was the most disturbing 
experience of his young career. 

“| was trying to keep order and 
make sure the wrestlers followed 
the rules, which was nearly impos- 
sible, but | kept looking at Sav- 
age’s face,” Robinson recalled. 
“ve never seen anything like it. A 
few times, Hogan hit or kicked 
Savage in the knee, and | don’t 
know how he kept from screaming 
out in pain, because that’s what | 
would’ve been doing. I’ve seen a 
lot in my year in WCW, but I’ve 
never seen pain like | saw in 
Savage's face!” 

No surprise there, say WCW 
doctors, who gave Savage the go- 
ahead to wrestle only when they 
discovered that the ACL, which 
they thought was fully torn, was 
only partially torn. Nonetheless, 
they say, Savage shouldn't be 
wrestling, and was granted clear- 
ance “only because he was WCW 
World champion at the time and 
it’s not right to sideline a man 
who’s at the top of his career. He 
wanted to wrestle, so we allowed 
him to be the judge. The risk, 
however, is that a partial tear can 
develop into a full tear, at which 
point he would have no choice but 
to stop wrestling. You can’t wres- 
tle with a full tear of the ACL.” 

Especially against Hogan, who 
not surprisingly showed Savage no 
mercy and attacked the knee from 
the opening bell. Hogan didn’t 
know it, but he didn’t have to lay a 
hand or foot on Savage’s knee; 
merely the strain of bouncing 
around the ring and executing 
maneuvers was enough to inflame 
Savage’s torn ligament and limit 
his mobility. Savage looked fine for 


the first minute or two, but as the 
match wore on, his pain intensified. 

“The way things traditionally 
work in wrestling, you don’t stop a 
match unless the wrestler wants it 
to be stopped, or unless he 
doesn’t respond to the typical 
checks for submission,” Robinson 
said. “In my opinion, the match 
should have been stopped, be- 
cause nobody should be forced to 
endure that kind of pain and, from 
my understanding, Savage was 
risking further injury. Did | want to 
stop it? Absolutely. But they were 
fighting for the World title. I’ve 
seen wrestlers overcome a lot. 
You know, though, come to think 
of it, ’'ve never seen any wrestler 
overcome what Savage tried to 
overcome. And although he won 
the match by DQ, thanks to Hart's 
interference, he really didn’t have 
much of a chance.” 

That’s what Savage is up 


After the bout, a concerned 
Kevin Nash helped Savage 
limp back to the dressing 
room. Robinson won't for- 
get what happened in that 
match for a long time. 


against in today’s unstable NWO. 
Hart and Hogan are both out to 
get him. Everyone in NWO Holly- 
wood is, in fact. If the pain of a 
nearly debilitating Knee injury isn’t 
enough, Savage must also deal 
with two-, three-, and four-on-one 
assaults. There is danger at every 
turn. Elizabeth, knowing Savage’s 
stubbornness, cannot help him. 
And a young referee was virtually 
helpless. 

That night, Savage limped out 
of Kemper Arena with his knee 
heavily bandaged. He limped back 
to his hotel room. He didn’t stop 
for a postmatch drink or a bite to 
eat. He tried to sleep, but he 
couldn't. 

Meanwhile, two floors down, 
Charles Robinson tried to sleep, 
too. But he couldn’t get Savage’s 
pained expression out of his mind. 
He tried counting sheep. But in his 
mind, they were all limping. Oo 
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ITS OVER FOR 
SABY & VAN DAN 


Sabu attacks his friend and 
regular tag team partner, 
Rob Van Dam, during their 
match at the Wrestlepalooza 
pay-per-view. We should be 
seeing more matches be- 
tween them soon. 
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Van Dam and Sabu have a lot of 
respect for each other, but that 
quickly degenerated into animosity 
a few months ago. They may be 
together again, but a lot of that ani- 
mosity has not gone away. 


ee 


By Dan Murphy 


FTER ROB VAN DAM up- 
A set Bam Bam Bigelow for 

the ECW TV title in Buffalo, 
New York, on April 4, “Mr. 
Monday Night” held court for a 
handful of reporters and loudly 
proclaimed a new era in wrestling 
had begun. The ponytailed high- 
flyer with the devastating kicks 
and the breathtaking split-legged 
moonsaults had captured his first 
title in ECW. 

“The first of many,” Van Dam 
crowed, holding the belt high 
above his head as photographers’ 
flashbulbs sparked. At Van Dam’s 
side, manager Bill Alfonso cocked 
his elbows and jerked his thumbs 
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Even though he is friends with 
Sabu, Van Dam wasn’t about 
to take it easy on his Wrestle- 
palooza opponent ... 


toward his head in Van Dam’s sig- 
nature sign of superiority, blowing 
his whistle the whole time. 

Sabu skipped the impromptu 
press conference and caught 
another ride back to the hotel. 

Though Van Dam wrestled a 
gritty and determined match 
against Bigelow, “The Beast From 
The East” used his superior 
strength to pummel Van Dam. 
Bigelow appeared ready to com- 
plete another successful defense 
of his belt—until Sabu hit the ring 
and repeatedly gouged at Big- 
elow’s eye with a foreign object. 
With Bigelow incapacitated, Van 
Dam was able to mount the top 
rope and launch a final splash on 
Bigelow. Three mat slaps later, 
Camp Alfonso claimed the gold. 

Yet lost in all of Van Dam and 
Alfonso’s hype and celebration 
was the fact that Van Dam’s win 
effectively destroyed one of 
wrestling’s most dangerous and 
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talented tandems. 

Sabu had been scheduled to 
challenge Bigelow for the TV title 
at the Wrestlepalooza pay-per- 
view. Alfonso had Van Dam wres- 
tle Bigelow prior to the PPV in an 
attempt to “soften up” the big man 
for Sabu’s match. What Alfonso 
failed to realize was that the con- 
tract Sabu signed called for him to 
wrestle the TV champion at 
Wrestlepalooza, whomever that 
may be. As luck would have it, 
that was Van Dam. 

Alfonso was livid when he real- 
ized his blunder. 

“Bill came into my office yelling 
and screaming even more than 
usual,” ECW head Paul E. Dan- 
gerously said. “He was ranting 
and raving about being tricked. He 
even. threatened to try to sue 
ECW to get out of the match at 
Wrestlepalooza. What could | 
say? Alfonso made his own bed, 
and he was trying to get out of 


==... and Sabu responded 
in kind with a full dis- 
play of the reckless vio- 
lence that has made 
him legendary. 


lying in it. That’s not how we do 
things in ECW.” 

Alfonso was justified in his cqn- 
cerns about allowing Van Dam 
and Sabu to square off. The two 
feuded extensively in 1993 and 
again in 1996. When they formed 
an alliance under Alfonso, they 
became a formidable team. On 
several occasions, Van Dam even 
donned a turban and passed him- 
self off as Sabu, interfering in 
Sabu’s matches, including his win 
over The Sandman at the Living 
Dangerously pay-per-view. 

But in recent months, Van 
Dam’s ego was beginning to 
weigh on Sabu. 

“| think Van Dam was getting 
on Sabu’s nerves a long time 
before he won the belt,” observed 
Axl Rotten. “Sabu doesn’t say 
much. He likes to get his work 
done in the ring. It was really only 
a matter of time before Sabu had 
enough of Van Dam’s showboat- 


ing and hogging all the interview. 


time. | think just about everybody 
was expecting Sabu to let it all 
hang out against Van Dam at 
Wrestlepalooza.” 

Sabu did just that, and Van 
Dam responded in kind. Any feel- 
ings of friendship between the 
two men disappeared very quick- 
ly into the contest. For 30 min- 
utes, Sabu and Van Dam bat- 
tered each other with everything 
in their respective arsenals. And 
all Alfonso could do was watch 
the nightmare match that he had 
inadvertently signed. 

When the bell rang to signal a 
time-limit draw, Alfonso hit the 
ring to try to salvage what he 
could of his stable. Alfonso 
snatched the TV belt and present- 
ed it to Van Dam, exhorting the 
two to shake hands and put their 
differences behind them. After 
pleading, Sabu agreed to offer his 


The good news for ECW fans is that a full-scale Sabu- 
Van Dam feud could easily produce a few candidates 
for Match of the Year. 


Bill Alfonso is confident that his men have put their problems behind them, but the 
relationship between Sabu and Van Dam Is hardly a stable one. 


hand to Van Dam, but the cham- 
pion instead bailed from the ring 
with the belt. 

After the match, Alfonso insist- 
ed that things were 
all right between his 
charges. 

“Everything’s fine, 
just like | said it would 
be all along,” he pro- 
claimed. “Everybody is 
so afraid of facing 
Sabu and ‘Mr. Monday 
Night that they tried to 
break up the team by 
forcing them to wres- 
tle. But Van Dam and 
Sabu are blood broth- 
ers. They wrestled 
each other once, and 
now they know it’s time 
=) to get back to busi- 
ness. And it doesn’t 
matter who has what 
belt, because they’re 
| both equally great, the 
two greatest wrestlers 
in the world. That's all 
> there is to it!” 
=| Okay, so Alfonso 
makes a decent point. 
Less than two weeks 
after Wrestlepalooza, 
Van Dam teamed with 
Lance Storm against 
Sabu and Chris Can- 


dido at the ECW Arena. The vio- 
lent, spirited match ended in a no- 
contest as Van Dam high-fived 
Sabu and the two of them held the 
TV belt up together. 

So they’re back together. How 
long will this last? Until one of 
them makes a critical mistake and 
the other blames him for a key 
loss, perhaps? Until Van Dam 
interferes in one of Sabu’s match- 
es when Sabu doesn’t think inter- 
ference is necessary, maybe? 

Don’t think Sabu has forgotten 
that it was his interference that put 
the TV title around Van Dam’s 
waist in the first place ... or that 
for at least a few weeks, the TV 
title was much more important to 
Van Dam than a friendship. For a 
long time, Sabu and Van Dam 
trusted each other 100 percent. 
That kind of trust will never exist 
between them again. 

Right now, Alfonso ought to 
enjoy watching his two charges 
work together in harmony, be- 
cause sooner or later—probably 
within a few months—he'll be try- 
ing to prevent a full-scale explo- 
sion between Sabu and Van Dam. 

And if their match at Wrestle- 
palooza was any indication—the 
sport could be on the verge of one 
of the mosi exciting feuds in ECW 
history! oO 
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Did you ever wonder how YOU 
could get into Pro Wrestling? 
Maybe @s a valel, manager or even a wrestler? 
Or in one of MANY non-wrestling positions? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
“MORE” ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know 
to enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This 
very insightful new 1998 Edition is written by two 
active professionals in the wrestling business who 
have worked for every major wrestling association 
including WCW and the WWF! You are advised 
what to do, where to write, how to act, what to say, 
how fo get various jobs, what your chances are — 
and how to better those odds! Explains many “in- 
side” things you never knew, but need to know! 

* Details over 50 different jobs possible in pro wresting! 
* Lists addresses of U.S. promotions and best wrestling 


schools ¢ Tels you where to order boots, a 
lights, efc., in U.S. and UK. » Charge it! 


rN 
Updated chapter about the NWO! 
1998 Inside Secrets on How 
YOU Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 


Price of 1998 Edition is only $15, incl. postage! 
Add $5 s/h outside U.S. - Send Visa, MasterCard, 
Money Order or cash for quickest shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2480-4 Briarcliff Ad, Ste. 256 + Atlanta, GA 30329 
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IMOVING?: 


1 Kindly give us 8 weeks advance notice ! 


Are you moving? If so, please give us 4 
j 8 weeks advance notice so we can 
j continue to service your subscription 4 
| promptly. Check the magazine(s) list- 4 
i ed below you subscribe to: 


! {[] PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
( THE WRESTLER 
| Cl INSIDE WRESTLING 


10) WRESTLING eee ee 
1 WRESTLE AMERICA 


10 THE WRESTLING ANALYST 


11 PWI WEEKLY 


NAME 


OLD ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 


NEW ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 


EFFECTIVE DATE 
CLIP THIS FORM AND SEND To: 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
DEPT 9, P.O. BOX 2029 
MARION, OH 43302 eoccaas: 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 5) 


“Psycho” Sid Vicious puts a shoulder into King Kong 


“Stone-Cold” Steve 
Austin for the WWF 
World title. 
| remember when 
he returned to the 
WWF in 1996. He 
destroyed each and 
every opponent he 
faced—including 
Bret Hart, Shawn 
Michaels, and Vader. 
| think if he re- 
turned to the WWF 
with the same inten- 
sity he had in 1996, 
he could probably 
win the title for a 
third time and would 
be recognized as 
one of the greatest 
wrestlers in the histo- 
ry of the sport. 
MANUEL ORLANDI 
Codogno, Italy 


GANZ FANZ 
While reading THE 
WRESTLER each 


Bundy, whom he often faces on the indy circuit. Reader month, | usually skip 


Manuel Orlandi thinks Sid has what it takes to unseat 


Steve Austin as WWF champion. 


their country) the “Hitman” took 
the money and ran to WCW. 

How did he reward his fans? By 
not setting foot in the ring for three 
months. Then he tries to pass it off 
on the WCW front office for not 
signing him to any matches. Yeah, 
right. And now that he’s finally 
decided to wrestle, what does he 
do? He joins the NWO. 

Well, all you Bret Hart sympa- 
thizers, you can keep your hero. | 
think he is dirt, and | hope Randy 
Savage, whom | also think is dirt, 
ends his lousy, two-faced career. 

MARK ERTEL 
Bloomington, MN 


HAT TRICK? ; 
What's the matter with “Psycho” 

Sid Vicious? He is one of the few 

men around who could beat 


over the “Introducing” 
section, except for 
July 1998 (“Introducing ... Skull 
Ganz’). 

The story about Skull Ganz 
piledriving his opponent in a high 
school wrestling match had to be 
the highlight of the magazine. | 
found what he did to be brave 
and funny. This man is a real 
wresiler. 

After reading about his accom- 
plishments, | must say | was im- 
pressed. | just hope he gets the 
break he deserves. This man 
could be a future world champi- 
on, and | will be cheering him all 
the way to the top. 

MARK CARMELITANO 
Hyde Park, NY [J 


WHAT'S HAPPENING 


people look up to, and he’s done 
this to me? 

“Sting really pulled a fast one 
on me, brother, and I'll make 
sure he never gets a job in 
Hollywood again!” 


Ontario’s Border City 
Wrestling competitors Scott 
D’Amore and Larry Destiny 
boasted they could beat any 
members of the WWF’s Nation 
of Domination. You can imag- 
ine how surprised they were 
when Intercontinental champion 
Rocky Maivia and D-Lo Brown 
accepted their challenge and 
showed up for a match in Border 
City. Guess who won. “They got 
lucky and beat my partner,” 
D'Amore told me. “I have big 
plans to go to the WWF and 
straighten that whole Nation 
out!” 

Yokozuna is feuding with The 
Honky Tonk Man in Southern 
California Championship 
Wrestling ... All-Pro Wrestling 
has new Universal tag team 
champions in Frank and Vic 
Murdoch. The brothers won the 


(Continued from page 7) 


Sting and Hollywood Hogan have had 
many nose-to-nose meetings in the 
ting during the last year. Hogan 
thought a meeting they allegedly had 
away from the ring resulted in Sting 


agreeing to join NWO Hollywood. 


belts from Tony Jones and 
Moondog Moretti ... Crusher 
Carlsen has beaten E.Z. Ryder 
for the Canadian Wrestling 
Federation title. 

Marc Mero wasted no time 
finding a new manager after 
seeing to it that Sable was ban- 
ished from the WWF. Miss 
Jacquelyn has already helped 
him win several important 
matches. 


“I wish | could have seen the 
face of Sable when she saw 
who was replacing her,” Mero 
laughed. If you remember, a few 
years ago, Jackie had a hand in 
breaking up the relationship 
between Kevin Sullivan and 
Woman. Did she have anything 
to do with the Mero-Sable split? 

“My relationship with Marc is 
something that’s very important 
to me, but it’s also personal,” 
she said. “When | decide to let 
the public know all the details, 
I'll be sure to contact you first, 


honey!” 
That’s what’s happening. I'll see 
you at the matches! oO 


Jacquelyn certainly caused a lot of problems for Woman when the two were in 
WCW together. She even played a role in the split between Woman and Kevin 
Sullivan. Did she also split up Marc Mero and Sable? 
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Orders/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 


ARE $15.00 EACH OR (ANY 6 FOR $75.00) Choose from: 
Ist Series 

Undertater #1. + Shawn Michaels #1 (Bie Parts) 

Brot Hart 1 (BickShivPnk Pants) » Golddust 

2nd Series 

Vader * Owen Hart + Lindertaker #2 

Bret Har #2 (Riad ShitiBick Parts) * Shawn Michaels (Red Outit} 
3rd Series 

Bret Har #3.» Shawn Michaels #3. + Sd + British Bulideg 
Ahmed Jobeson + Maniind 

Ath Series 

Jerry “The King’ Lewier + "Stone Cold Steve Austin * Faaroog 
dustin * Hawk Bradshaw » Vader #2 + Hunter Hearst Helmsiey 
5th Series 

“Stone Cold Steve Austin » Syeho Sid * Rocky Maivia Ss 2 

Flash Funk » Kan Snamrock * Savio Vega . 

Stomp Series 

Abmed Jobson * Undertaker * Crush + Ken Shamrock * Austin 

Signature Series 

Hawk» Animal a2 + Golgust #2 + 
Maniced #2 * Hunlar Hearst Helmsley #2 


Steve Austin 3:16 Shit 


OTHER JAKKS FIGURES 


RINGSIDE COLLECTION 


SUNNY -$10,00 VINCE MCMAHON - $10.00 
SABLE - $10.00 REFEREE - $15.00 


4th Series 2-Packs 


$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 
FEATURED MANAGERS 
Paul Bearer & Mankind, Bob Backlund & Sultan 
Clarances Mason & Crush, Sable & Marc Mero “Wikiman” 


Tar Tram 


5th Series Tag Team 2 Packs 


$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 
LEGION OF DOOM = HEADBANGERS 
NEW BLACK JACKS THE GODWINS 


SLAMMERS ACTION FIGURES SERIES 1 (1998) 


EACH ACTION FIGURE HAS A DEVASTATING FINISHING MOVE AND BONE 
CRUNCHING-ACTION! 


Undertaker (New Outfit) $10 Goldust $10 Steve Austin (Black Tights) $15 
Bret Hart $10 Mankind $10 Faaroog $10 
Complete set of all 6 Slammer Figurestor $60.00 Set 


JAKKS LEGENDS SERIES 1 


LEGENDED FIGURES ARE HIGHLY DETAILED 7 INCH TALL BOXED FIGURES 
Choose From: 
ANDRE THE GIANT $25 JIMMY SNUKA $20 FREDDIE BLASSIE $20 
CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO $20 Complete set of all 4 Legend Figures for $80 set 


JAKKS RIPPED AND RUTHLESS 


RIPPED AND RUTHLESS ARE HIGHLY DETAILED 7 INCHES TALL BOXED FIGURES 
Choose From: 
UNDERTAKER $20 MANKIND $20 GOLDUST $20.00 
STEVE AUSTIN $25 Complete set of all 4 Ripped and Ruthless for $80 set 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH, 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 


linc 
3 Monday-Fri - 9 a.m.-8 p.m. EST 
OURS rio a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Sunday 


Address: FIGURES Inc. 
P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, RI 02919 


CHAMPIONSHIP BELTS FOR WRESTLING FIGURES 
THESE BELTS FIT THE FOLLOWING ACTION 
FIGURES LINES; 

WWF LIN 8 inch Wrestling Figures trom 1984-1969 

WWF Hasbro 4 inch figures trom 1960-1995 

WWF Jacks 6 inch Figures trom 1996-1997 

WWF Jest Toy Bandems 5 figuires tren 1990 

WCW Gallob 4 Inch Figures from 1990 

WCW San Francisco Toymakers 7 inch Figures from 1994-1997 
CALL 5 inch maxican Wrestlers from 1992 

AWA 5 inch Remco Wrestling Figures trom 1986 
SERIES 1 


(1990 - 1994) 


WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 
HASBRO 4 INCH ACTION FIGURES 

"(all mint in package)"* WWF HASBRO 4" WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 
All Figures in This Section are $15.00 each. 
Bret Hart Tatanka #1 
Big Boss Man #1 F 
races Dyan} 
LR: 
Hacksaw Duggan #2 
Marty Janetty 

OTHER WWF HASBRO 4" WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 
Uttmate Warlor #3 (Purple Trunks) . $50.00 02. 

Tonk Man 30.00 ea. 


Each Belt has a black strap with gold medallion 

WE HAVE 3 DIFFERENT KINDS AVAILABLE 

1) World Heavyweight Championship 2} World Tag Team Championship 
3) Intermasonal Championship 

WE OFFER THEM IN 3 DIFFERENT WAYS: Buy any single belt for $3.00 each 
4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $8.00 contains: 

1 World Heavyweight Belt, 1 Intemational Belt, 2 World Tag Team Belts 
12 PACK OF BELTS FOR $20.00 contains: 

3 Word Heavy weight Belts, 3 Intemational Betts, 6 World Tag Team Baits 
SERIES 2 

EACH BELT HAS A BROWN STRAP WITH SILVER MEDALLION, 

We have 4 Different Kinds Avatable: 


1 Lie gerumapt Champion, 2) iacactnertal Champa, 3) Unted Stes 
SERIES 3 


EACH BELT HAS A GREY STRAP WITH GOLD MEDALLION, 
Wo have 4 Ditferent Kinds Available: 
UD Gamplonship, 2) European Championship, 3) Toughman Championship, 4) Alniapan 
WE OFFER THEM IN 3 DIFFERENT WAYS: Buy any single belt for $3.00 each 
4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $8.00 CONTAINS: 1 of each 
12 PACKS OF BELTS FOR $20.00 CONTAINS: 3 of each. 


Riszox Ramon (with Purple Vest). 


Jako the Snake Roberts... $20.00 ea. 


g WWF HASBRO TAG TEAM 2 PACKS 
WWF Tag Team 2 Packs (2 Figures in each set) 
The Bushwackers #1 (Luke & Butch)... —-u.n$20.00 set 


40 PACKS OF BELTS for $40.00 
You choose the assortment from any Series 1, Series 2 or Series 3 
{Simply tel us how many you want cf each kind and make sure it totals 40) 
MAKE YOUR OWN 4 PACK - $8.00 set of 4 MAKE YOUR OWN 12 PACK - $20.00 set of 12 
NEW JAPAN-PRO WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 
ne § 1/2 Inch 
Action Figures 


1996/1997 WWF BEND-EMS 
H boca $7.00 each or (any 4 figures for $25.00 or any 10 for $50.00) 
are 5” bendable figures and are MINT in package 
tes Donk $7.00 ea. Rarer Ramon . $7.00 ea. 


2nd Series 
Tha Undertaker $7.0) 0a Brtich Gutkiog . $7.00ea 120K _ $7.00 Mabel _ $7.00 oa. 


Pea $7.00 ea. Bek Hart 


Shawn Michaels $7.0060 Mtmed Johesen . $7.00ea Yokorwna —_ $7.00 08 
Samy $7.00 ea. Mar Mero $7.00. Paycho Sd. $7.00 ea 

5th Series 

Stove Austin — $7.00 ea Rlochly Maa $7.000a. Mankind _. $7.02. Faaroog $7.00 4a. 


6th Series 
Hawk —__ $7.00 ea Hunter Helosioy$7.00 en 


NEW JAPAN PRO WRESTLING FIGURES 
$35.08 wach or any 3 for $100.00 or ALL 6 for $180.00 
CHOOSE FROM: Great Muta # 1( pees) * Masahiro Chono 
Riki Chosyu * Great Muta #2 (Red Pants) « K, Sasaki» S. moto 


14 INCH TALKING 


UNDERTAKER FIGURE 
(Mint in Box) by Playmates (1997) $50.00 each 
JAKKS ITEMS 


RAW IS WAR ACTION RING 
WITH 6 MINI FIGURES 


Weimal _. $7.00. ea. Undertaler #2 _ $7.00 6. 


For 5° Bend-em figures w/ exclusive Paul Bearer 5° Bend- 
em figure. The bottom of this ring converts into a carrying 
case for the Bend-em Wrestling Figures, ..... $25.00 set 


FAMOUS FIGHTS 2 FIGURE PACKS (Just Toys) 
EACH PACK CONTAINS 2 BENDS EM §-INCH FIGURES THAT ARE 
PACKAGED IN A SPECIAL FAMOUS DISPLAY BOX. 

$10.00 per set or 


All 3 sets for $25 
STEVE AUSTIN VS. BRET HART 
UNDERTAKER VS, MANKIND 
AHMED JOHNSON VS. FAAROOQ 


WRESTLEMANIA ACTION RING 
WITH 6 MINI FIGURES 

Comes With: Shawn, Bret, Undertaker, Owen, 

Sid, Vader $25.00 SET 


OFFICIAL 
WWF WRESTLING 
MONSTER RING 


BY JAKKS 
(1996) Mint in-Bax made to fit 6° Action Figures ~ $30.00 ea. 
SHIPPING 1S $5.00 PER TOTAL ORDER : 
ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED [ul SUeAGE SCI-FI AND 
ALL ITEMS ARE IM STOCK 
INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 


SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG 
SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 


36 PAGE WRESTLING 
CATALOG SEND $2.00 
FO! PY 


All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 


1-401-946-8492 


Ci it Owners. 


fine, 
Orders/Questions Call - (@01) 946-5720 ||[HOURS “Monday-Friday "9 am. 8 pm FST|| address: FIGURES Inc. 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 || (EST) Closed Sunday P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, RI 02919 


VIEW OUR CATALOG ON THE INTERNET - http:/hwww.wrestlingsuperstore.com E-Mail: Figinc@aol.com 
WCW MAIN EVENT 
TRADING CARDS 


WCW Main Event 1995 Trading Cards by 


$5.00 each or (any 10 for $45.00) Sy : if ‘ ? » ;? & ? be 
Cardz Inc. These came out in 1995 and contain Hulk Hogan, 
Ric Flair, Macho Man Savage, Arn Anderson, etc. Some packs 


(photos are put in a plastic sleeve for protection) 
hs a 
BS REF EA 
Shawn Michaels Mankind epUNpnnapeNpas contain any inserted auto fie cards. 
) 


See aid! learn pont 6” WCW WRESTLING FIGURES pe peepee ig pole 38 p ck bor or $25.0) 
Ken Shamrock Kane (Fighting Undertaker “ All fi i 0) 7 or Complete set o! lor $20.00 Also Available — Une t of 
il ay gah ick ion : (All figures mint on card) by San Francisco Toymakers 50 WCW Cards for $20.00 sheet (great for wall hanging) 


Sets Co WCW BELT BUCKLE PLAYSETS 
Kid sized belt buckles styled to look like the real championship belts. 
Opens up to reveal a complete wrestling 
arena with a audience. Each setcontains figrrg 
1.5 inch tall figures. and a WCW sign. 
$12.00 each or (Both Sets for $20.00) 


WWF Full Color 8x10 1997 WCW 3rd Series Figures 
= Hulk Hogan (Pre-ring yellow/red outfit $10.00 ea, | HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP 
Framed Pictures Sing (ne back He as em Op ea, | WRESTLING BELT 
ic Flair (red tights) F mes with the Hollywood Hogan an 
$8.00 each or set of 4 for $25 Big Bubba Rogers (bI i . | Sting with removable steel cage 


COLLECTIOLE WHESTLERS ASSORTMENT 


British Bulldog 


$20.00 ea. 


. = . Randy "Macho Man” Savage ... 
“ . $15.00 ea. 


y Johnny 8 Badd (silver tights) ... 
$6.00 each or (any 2 for $10.00) Ric Flair (green tights and boots) . 
fees ne rolied and in plastic for protection) ay Sting (pink and yellow tights)....... 

se a NE se PC iad Hulk Hogan #2 (yellow shirt w/ belt). 
Vader #2 (black and red) 


Choose from: Craig Pittman (in Marine outfit) 
Austin, Undertaker, Sunny Alex Wright (leather jacket/blue tights) TAG TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING BELT 
and Shawn D Generation X Macho Man Randy Savage #2 (red/yellow) .. Comes with Kevin Nash and Scott Hall vs. the Nasty Boys Tag Team 


Booker T (from Harlem Beat) ...... 


ape ee Complete set of all 10 series 3 : ~. $80.00 set_|} cing Freebirds, etc, (1991) $10.00 per set 
ese are Supersize Stu! 1 jan — 
Wikvs lush body wih a dtaied (ace Hk is | WCW WRESTLING RING Bae 
(Mintin box) $40.00 each <u Ne 
3 Vet. Stuffed Hulk Hogan Doll...... $50.00 ea. ; 
SPECIAL DEAL: Get Both Hulk Hogans for$70.00 | size is 13 1/2" by 13 1/2” 

CMLL MEXICAN WRESTLING BADSTREET U.S.A. T-SHIRTS 
They are just lke the WWF Wresting Buddies that Adult X-Large .... $20.00 @a, Adult XX-Large ..-»-$22.00 
A were put out a few years back. They stand 18° tal. BADSTREET U.S.A. WORKOUT SHIRT 
Choose from: $25." each or (any 2 for $40.) Killer white workout t-shirt w/ the Badstreet U.S.A. fogo. 100% cotton. 


SUPERS STUFFED | Stevie Ray (from Harlem Beat) OTHER WCW CARDS 
i The Giant (black tights) ...... 20.00 €8. | Complete set of 161 WCW cards featuring Flair, IRS, Steiner Bros., 
wearing a “Python Power’ bandana. 
2.'le tt, Stuffed Hulk Hogan Doll... $25,00ea. | with 4 electronic sounds and 
removable steel cage. Ring 
BUDDIES 18” STUFFED DOLLS A killer black t-shirt w/ blood red Badstreet logo 100% cotton 
by Future Toys of Mexico (1993) Adult Medium ....... $20.00 ea. Adult Large pore aR $20.00 ea. 
Pierroth or Tinieblas Adult Medium ....... $20.00 ea. Adult Large... $20.00 ea. 
Adult X-Large ....... $20.00 ea. 


RARE Limited Edition“A Figures Inc. Exclusive!” 
$25.00 per set or (any 2 sets for $40.00) 
Choose from: Blue Bloods !!!! 


NE’ MINUTE WRESTLING THE GLORY DAYS OF 
dato BOXED Ane WRESTLING Harlem Heat (blue outtits) Nasty Boys (green outfits) | Badstreet U.S.A. Black Baseball Cap... $16.00 ea. 
“THE GLORY DAYS OF WRESTLING - ae. NWO Hulk Hogan & Macho Man Randy Savage (black outtits) “OFF THE STREETS” CASSETTE (1987) 
The Way It Was 1950's & 1960's” WCW MONDAY was : Peak meta me oun the arson hace 


6 Fabulous matches containing: Gorgeous George, 
Jesse James, Antonio Rocco, Johnny Valentine, 
Killer Kowalski, Haystacks Calhoun, Nature Boy 

Rogers, Fabulous Kangaroos and more 
$20.00 BOXED VIDEO SET 


NITRO 1997 
7 1/2" Action Figures 
(w/ vibrating action) 

$10.00 each or complete set 


featuring the hit “Badstreet USA’ Factory sealed by Grand Thelt Productions (1987) 
CD or Cassette versions are $15.00 each 


BADSTREET U.S.A. -.THE VIDEO (1984) 
VHS format will fit any VCR, 2 hourvitieo produced by Jimmy Papa 


of 8 for $75.00 herr shot video. Quality is very good, 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE Choose from: IS 2 HOUR VIDEO INCLUDES 
GRAB BAG Hollywood Hogan Kevin Sullivan = Stat ity We achat ns O60 Bas Stoel SN 
Wresting Eye, Wresting Fury, PWI, Wrestling AB Stars, et.c (out choice) | Scott Hall Kevin Nash els bag hy Magazine TV show showing the on lacation footage during 
1990s (any 4 for $10.00) H + Shows highlights ftom Texas Stadium Strap Match Freebirds vs. The Von Erichs in a 
1980s (any 4 for $10.00) The Giant Lex Lugar 6 man tag team match 


Chris Benolt Sting (w bat - Shows Freebirds vs Von Erichs the entire 6 man tag team tile match all 6 wrestlers 

in the ring at once anything goes. 

+ Shows another 6 man tage team maich Freebirds vs, Missinglink, Ackbar and Super 02. 
+ Shows Cindy Lauper with the Freebirds in the WWF debut 

- Shows Michael Hayes and the Badstreet bands first musical concert as he sings all 

his his off “Badstreet USA" Album 

+ Shows parts of another Badstreet concert from a Dallas Night Club 

~ Shows another concert where the Von Erichs come on stage which ends in fighting 

on slage. 

- Shows the second video “Boys are back in town’ with wrestling highlights and shows 
the behind the scenes taping session 


PRICE $20.00 PER COPY 


WCW SLAM JAM - THE ORIGINAL WCW WRESTLING ALBUM 

{1 OFFICIAL THEME SONGS OF THE WCW STARS by Grand Theft Productions (1992) SPECIAL TWO FIGURE PACK 

Songs included are: “Don't Step to Ron’; “Man es HULK HOGAN & 

Called Sting’; “Mr. Bang Bang”; “Master of the jam , 

DOT eetid Forever’ “Simply Ravshing’ meer DENNIS RODMAN 2PACK 

“Johnny B Badd’; “The Natural’; “The Dragon”; sgt This is a 2 figure pack that 
includes Hollywood Hogan 


“He's Smokin"; “Steinerized" ld M 
Factory sealed by Grand Theft Records (1992) and Dennis Rodman 
$20.00 for set of 2 


Compact Disc version is $15.00 
: PING 1S $5.00 PER TOTAL ORDER 60 PAGE SCI-Fl AND 36 PAGE WRESTLING 
PHONE NUMBERS: DRDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED 
SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG CATALOG SEND $2.00 
ALL ITEMS ARE IN STOCK 
bites Nuh a a CALL J ALLITEMS ARE IN STOCK. comen _ [gy SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY FOR A COPY 


Cassette Tape version is $12.00 
FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 
THOT OAG-GH02 Copyright Owners. 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


NO HOLDS BARRED 


paign succeeded, as Hank fin- 
ished in the top spot. Number 
two? It was not Leonardo Di- 
Caprio, as most had predicted. It 
was another ladies’ man: none 
other than Ric Flair. 

That's right. Hell hath no fury 
like wrestling fans scorned. They 
invaded People’s website and 
inundated it with votes for the 
“Nature Boy.” As the days 
passed, Flair’s ranking increased 
at an alarming rate. When all the 
ballots were tallied, Flair secured 
the “silver” and, as promised, 
was featured prominently and 


TOP 10 WAYS RIC FLAIR IS 
SPENDING HIS TIME OFF 


10. Invading Internet chat 
rooms under his secret 
screen name, “Eric B.” 

9. Strutting through the back 
yard when he takes out the 

age. 

8. Telling his kids, “To have a 
clean room, you have to 
clean your room.” 

7. Shouting “Whoooooo!” at 
the grocery store every 
time a double coupon is 
rung up. 

6. Watching old Horsemen 
tapes of Paul Roma and 
wondering, What was | 
thinking? 

5. Takin’ care of business at 
Space Mountain, if you 
know what | mean. 

4. Calling WCW offices to 
see if they have Prince 
Albert in a can. 

3. Hoping and praying for the 
day when Susan Lucci gets 
her Emmy. 

2. Figure-fouring the 
neigborhood gossip. 

1. Driving by Eric Bischoff’s 
house with ... let's just say 
less than four fingers 
stickng up. 
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given mainstream publicity 
that would make Holly- 
wood Hogan salivate. | 
would venture a guess 
that more people saw that 
site than saw Hogan’s lat- 
est Three Ninjas movie. 
Then again, how hard can 
that be? 

“Free Ric Flair” is not 
just a chant heard in are- 
nas around the world—it is 
now a cause. Wrestling 
fans long to hear Flair’s 
voice and too see him in 
the ring, which is where 
he is at his best. If not in 
WCW, they want Flair 
released from his contract [ 
so he can display his 
wares elsewhere. One 
website is even featuring 
“Free Ric Flair” T-shirts 
that are being snapped up f[ 
almost as fast as Bill 
Goldberg T-shirts. 

The next time you 
attend any wrestling event 
and a wrestler backs his 
opponent and starts deliv- 
ering chops to his chest, 
listen for the fans around to 
start yelling “Whoooooo!” 
What other wrestler would be 
afforded such passion? Flair has 
a special and unusual relation- 
ship with the fans. No matter how 
many rules he breaks and no 
matter how often he sneak- 
attacks so-called good guys, fans 
continue to cheer him. Ric Flair 
could never really turn good or 
bad. He’s just Ric Flair. 

That is why it is disconcerting 
not to see Ric Flair on TV and 
only hear and read about him in 
various publications. Fans feel 
cheated, and they have a right 
to feel that way. Ric Flair is a 
reminder of what wrestling once 
was. He represents hope to the 
wrestling purists who believe 
that the size of your muscles 


If and when he does return to WCW, might Flair 
befriend Curt Hennig and join him in NWO 
Wolfpac? Most fans probably don’t care at this 
point. They just want him back on TV and back in 
the arenas. 


should not determine your 
stature in professional wrestling. 
The word “legend” is thrown 
around so casually that we 
sometimes take for granted who 
the true legends are. Then, 
when they are gone, we long for 
their return. Such is the case 
with this bizarre Ric Flair saga. 
Wrestling fans clearly want 
their hero back, no matter what 
organization provides him the 
spotlight. However, it is out of 
their hands and in the hands of a 
clunky and snail-like legal process. 
The clock is ticking, and this 
60-minute man and his fans are 
going to be waiting for more than 
just that hour. It will only feel like 
“all night long.” O 
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Orders/Questions Call- (401) 946-5720 ||HOURS MOAT AST See Emre Address: FIGURES Inc. 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 (EST) Closed Sunday P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, RI 02919 
VIEW OUR CATALOG ON THE INTERNET - http:/hwww.wrestlingsuperstore.com E-Mail: Figinc@aol.com 
WWE T-Shirts by Trinity Co. 


All T-shirts made from 100% cotton, All shirts come in adult and kid sizes. 


OTHER ITEMS WE CARRY IN OUR 
36 PAGE CATALOG 
WWF Wallpaper, WWF 
Inflatable Toys, WWF 
Bandanas, WWF Pogs 
and Slammers, WWF 
Miscellaneous 
Collectibles, Ultimate 
Warrior Comic Books, 
WWF Party Goods, Wrestling Magazines, WCW 
Galoob 1990 Figures, WCW Racing Items, CMLL 
Mexican Wrestling Toys, Original Wrestling Masks, 
Japanese Pro Wrestling Trading Cards - Send $2.00 


WWF FULL HEAD 


by Cesar Inc. (1997) i 2 
FULL HEAD MASKS ARE SOFT VINYL 


AND FIT COMPLETELY OVER THE HEAD. 
Bret “Hitman” Hart $35.00 
Shawn Nichaels .......... $35.00 
Sycho Kid .». $25.00 

$35.00 
. $35.00 

$35.00 


Undertaker. 
Mankind 


*, 


4 PAGE LARGE SIZE FULL COLOR PROFESSIONAL 


WRESTLING HAROCOVER BOOK 


NEW TED DIBIASE 
168 PAGE BOOK - 


STARS 
LEGENDS $15.00 EACH 


WWF WRESTLING TRIVIA 
GAMES 800 QUESTIONS 
BY CARDINAL (1997) 

Test your knowledge to the mat with 
this facinating trivia game about WWF 
Wrestling. Contains 800 Questions 
covering both old and new WWF 
Superstars from the 1970's and 1990's 


$25.00 
each 


WWE CHAMPIONSHIP BELT 


This is a championship belt that 
has gold ridid plastic 
with soft belt strap (1997) 
$19.00 each One Size Fis All 


WRESTLEMANIA CHAMPIONSHIP 
by LUN Toys (1987) | WRESTLING BELTS 


Authentic replica of the Official WWF Champion- ra 
ship WWF Medallion. Adjustable up to 31° waist. 
Each bett lists ail former champions before 1987 
including: Buddy Rogers, Bruno Sammartino, Su- 
porstar Bily Graham, ton Sheik, Bab Backlund, 
ivan Kololl, Pedro Morales, and Hulk Hogan. 


Leaping ee 
Wrestling with Rhyme 
by Lanny Poffo 
THIS 172 PAGE BOOK IS DEDICATED TO THE WWF 
WRESTLER, ANNOUNCERS, ARENA, CHARITIES, ETC. 
“FIGURES INC. EXCLUSIVE” 
(With Lanny and Randy Savage's Autograph) 
Own a limited edition copy of this book personally 
autographed by Lanny Poffo and his brother “Randy 
Macho Man Savage" exclusive for Figures Inc. customers 


Wrestlemania jonship 
Bat 200 


Kids T-ShIMS .......:.10» 15,00 ea. 
Sizes Available 

Kids Medium Kids X-Large 

Kids Large 


Marc Mero #1 Owen Hart #1 


Adult T-shirts .... 

Sizes A 
Adult Medium 
Adult Large 


20.00 ea. 


Adult X-Large 
Adult XX-Large 


Bret Hart #2 Psycho Sid #1 


British Bulldog #1 Goldust & Marlena #1 


Marc Mero #1 (Adult only) Goldust & Marlena #1 (Adult Only) 
Legion of Doom #1 (Adult only) Heed Bangers #1 (Adult Only) 


stin 3:16 Smoking Skull — Dude Love 


Raw Is War 


WWF LIFESIZE 
, STAND-UPS 
by Advanced Graphics (1996) 


Lifesize Standups are full color 
and actual size 
Standups 


: are 

. ssh $30.00 each. 
Choose from: Shawn Michaels, The Undertaker, Bret Hart, Diesel 
Note: These are only available to our United States customers, We can not 
send these overseas to other countries due to size of these. For U.S. custom- 
ers, must give street address (no P.O. boxes). 


WWE Superstars Sticker Packs by Euro Flash 
(made in Italy-1991) Each pack contains 6 full color stickers (made for the 
European market) ........ «$1.00 por pack or 15 packs for $10.00 


Classic WWF Trading Card Boxed Set 
(145 card set) Containing many WWF Superstars fice Andre, Hulk, Uit. 
Warrior, etc. $10.00 complete set 


wn 4 A cr ; 5 
WWF Action Packed TradingCard 1 
Each pack contains 6 different fully embosed trading cards, These 
are the best type of trading cards made. They look 3-D.Packs ran- 
domly contain: Colossal Crushers Subset cards, 24K Gold Leaf cards, 
Randomly inserted autographed cards of the 
Undertaker and Macho Man Randy Savage. 
$2.00 per pack 5 packs for $6,00 

per lor $6, 
10 packs fr $1 500 
Complete set of all 42 cards for $20.00 
Complete box of 24 packs for $24.00/set 


WWF PEWTER LAPEL PINS are $5.00 each or (5 for $20.00) 
Choose from: Stone Cold Skull, Austin 3:16, Shawn Michaels, RIP Urn, 
Raw Is War, Shawn Heart, Ahmed Johnson, Sid, Legion of Doom, Sunny, 
WWF Logo, Vader, RIP Casket, Shawn Heartbreak Kid, Rocky Maivia 


WWF DOG TAGS DOUBLE SIDED with 28 Inch Chain 
Necklace are $10.00 each or (2 for $18.00) 

Choose from: Stone Cold Austin Skull,Undertaker, Shawn Michaels, 
Marc Mero, Austin 3:16 logo, Legion of Doom, Savio Vega, Flash Funk 
WWF Keychains are $8.00 each or (2 for $15.00) 

Choose from: Bret Hitman Hart, Undertaker RIP Urn, Stone Cold Skull 
and Austin 3:16 logo 

WWF BELT BUCKLES are $20.00 es) 


Choose from: Austin 3:16 Logo Belt Buckle, 
Stone Cold Steve Austin Skull Belt Buckle 


WWF Stone Cold Skull Desk Clock 


WWF HALLOWEEN COSTUMES 
by Rubie's Costumes (1996) Children's Costumes 
Undertaker - wi jumpsuit & mask 
Smal (4-6) ~ $20.00 ea; Medium (8-10) - $20.00 ea; 
Large (12-14 - $20.00 6a. S 
ge (12-14) - $20.00 va. 


WWF AIR 
FRESHENERS 
Complete set of 4 for $8.00 


Set Includes: Undertaker, Steve Austin, Sable and Shawn Michaels 


WWF BASEBALL HATS 
$20.00 EACH 
1. Austin 3:16 


2. D-Generation X 


ONLY $10.00 EACH! or Buried Alive Austin: Do Not Trust 


SHIPPING IS $5.00 PER TOTAL ORDER 
ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED 


noon Maas Sree LNG neunecxn.n| Stowe 
SUPERHER ON FIGURE i 
ALL ITEMS ARE IN STOCK 
saat o leap PLEASE CA Te AS NARONAL ORDERS WELCOMED SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY FOR A COPY 
FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 
1-401-946-84 Copyright Owners. 


PAYMENT TERMS; 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


match started, the fans couldn’t 
wait for Faaroog and Blackman to 
pummel the WWF Intercontinental 
champion. Although this match 
was billed as a streetfight, all four 
men were relatively conservative 
with their battle plans and mostly 
stuck to traditional tag team rules. 
Faaroog, however, did take 
advantage of streetfight rules at 
one point. As he controlled Rocky, 
he removed his black leather belt 
and repeatedly whipped “The 
Rock” with it. The crowd cheered 
Faaroog on as Rocky tried desper- 
ately to scramble away from him. 

Later, while Blackman was in 
the ring, the other members of 
The Nation, who were stationed 
at ringside, started antagonizing 
him by grabbing at him and dis- 
tracting him. Finally, Blackman 
could no longer take the harass- 
ment, and he lashed back at 
them. That was just what Owen 
was hoping he’d do. Just as 
Blackman turned back around, 
Hart nailed him with a spinning 
kick and pinned him. 

In other bouts: Skull & Eight-Ball 
beat Savio Vega & Jesus Castillo 
... Terry Funk beat Marc Mero ... 
Bradshaw beat Barry Windham ... 
The Undertaker beat Kane by dis- 
qualification ... Jeff Jarrett defeated 
Chainz ... Vader beat Quebecer 
Pierre ... WWF World tag team 
champs The New Age Outlaws 
defeated LOD 2000 ... WWF World 
champion Steve Austin beat Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley. 


Philadelphia, PA (Correspon- 
dent—Mike Dooley): What hap- 
pens when you team Lance Storm 
with Rob Van Dam and put them in 
the ring against their respective 
usual tag team partners, Chris 
Candido and Sabu? When ECW 
promoters did so at the ECW 
Arena, they got a wild brawl that 
ended in a no-contest. 

Storm and Candido, who hold 
the ECW tag team title together, 
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Sabu applies a camel clutch on Lance Storm during a tag team match at the ECW 


Arena. Sabu gave Storm quite a beating . 


supposed to Lance’s partner. 


faced off first and rocked each 
other with chops. Soon Van Dam 
tagged in and wheel-kicked 
Candido. Not long after that hap- 
pened, all four men jumped in the 
ring and started pounding one 
another. They traded kicks, chair 
shots, and plenty of punches. In 
one amazing move, Sabu dove 
onto all three of the other partici- 
pants. Later, he hit Van Dam with 
two vicious chair shots. 

By that time, it was pretty 
much every man for himself. 
Candido got angry when Sabu 
flashed the Triple Threat hand 
signal, so he went after him. 
Meanwhile, Van Dam used his 


“Van Daminator’ on Storm. Sabu : 


followed that up by using a camel 
clutch on Storm. Van Dam did 
him one better by kicking a chair 
into a weary Storm. 

Finally, Sabu and Van Dam 


.. with help from Rob Van Dam, who was 


double-splashed Candido. Before 
leaving the ring, Sabu and Van 
Dam each held one of the tag 
team belts, then high-fived each 
other and held up Van Dam’s 
ECW TV belt together. 

In other bouts: Jerry Lynn beat 
Justin Credible ... Chris Chetti 
defeated Jamie Dundee ... Mikey 
Whipwreck pinned Mike Lozansky 
... John Kronus pinned Danny 
Doring ... Axl Rotten & Mahoney 
beat Tracey Smothers & Little 
Guido ... Bam Bam Bigelow 
pinned Al Snow ... Buh Buh Ray, 
“Big” Dick, & D-Von Dudley defeat- 
ed The Sandman, Spike Dudley, & 
Tommy Dreamer. OJ 


Send your reports to: 
CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, 
Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
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against Ken Shamrock, break his 
ankle, and then join the Na- 
tion?”—Jamie Searcy, Winston, 
NC 

“I got tired of waiting for 
McMahon and the pompous 
buffoons at Titan to take notice 
of me,” Hart admitted. “The 
suits have been sticking it to me 
for too long! First, they let 
DeGeneration X attack me, 
then threaten to suspend me 
after I strike back. Then they 
tell me I have to defend the 
European belt in an impromp- 
tu match—with my foot in a 
cast. Meanwhile, I get double- 
teamed by Helmsley and 
Chyna, who nearly broke a bat 
over my neck. When I finally 
get a rematch, Chyna inter- 
feres. And Hunter gets reward- 
ed with title shot after title 
shot, while I’m forced to start 
from ground zero. I’ve tried to 
play by the rules, but it doesn’t 
pay. As for Ken Shamrock, he 
was in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. But even he can’t 
do anything to me now, because 
I’m part of the baddest gang in 
the WWF—The Nation—and I 
won’t stop wreaking havoc 
until I get a shot at Austin’s 
title!” 

“My question is for Dean Ma- 
lenko: ‘Iceman,’ how do you plan 
on getting revenge on Chris 
Jericho for all the nasty things he 
said about you and your family? 
You’ve already taken his title. 
What’s left to do?” —Amanda 
Hill, lowa City, IA 

“The only thing left to do is to 
keep beating him—again and 
again and again,” Malenko 
explained. “‘Not to toot my own 
horn, Amanda, but I was able 
to overcome my losses to Jer- 
icho. I didn’t hang my head, 
nor did I quit. I took some time 
to figure out the situation. And 
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dispatch of my banter? Aside 
from being the voice of the 
most dominant tag team in the 
world—the Dudleys—I, Joel 
‘The Quintessential Stud- 
muffin’ Gertner, am quick on 
my feet. I can deliver a litany 
of insults before you can say, 
‘Yo.’ If you can even say, ‘Yo,’ 
that is. 1 am also a damn hand- 
some man. Just because the 
mental midgets of Philadelphia 
like yourself need a minimum 
of two weeks to digest just a 
single syllable of mine, there is 
no cause for insult. So please, 
the next time you feel the urge 
to blurt out an inane question, 
try to resist, because your feeble 
attempt at sarcasm only demon- 
strates your ignorance.” O 


Joel Gertner has little time for critics. 
He’s too busy hurling insults at the 
ECW fans in Philadelphia—or anyone 
else within earshot. But not everyone 
thinks he’s funny. 


I rebounded. Now I’m a cham- 
pion again. Jericho falls apart 
when things go awry. You see 
how he reacts when he loses. 
He despises it. It drives him 
crazy. That is the fundamental 
difference between Chris 
Jericho and Dean Malenko. He 
cannot handle adversity. So, if 
I keep on beating him, (ll 
eventually drive him out of 
wcw.” 


: “I have a question for Joel Gert- 


ner, manager of the Dudleys: 
Joel, how long does it take you 
to compose those corny ring 
introductions of yours? They are 
the low point of any ECW show, 
but I know you aren’t witty 
enough to make them up 
on the spot.”—Frank Freil, Phil- 
adelphia, PA 

“J have a question for you,” the 
verbose Gertner retorted. 
“How dare you question the 
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Nov. 1976: Bruno-Hansen Cage Match: 
Incredible Sammartino Is Victorious Again! 
Also: Bruiser Brody, Dory Funk Jr,, Bulldog 
Brower, Andre-Koloff, Mr. Wrestling {i, Kansas 
City, Strongbow & White Wolf, Angelo Mosca. 
Nov. 1977: Bruno Sammartino vs. Superstar 
Graham: The Slaughter Must Be Stopped ... 
Now! Also: Snuka-Studd, Jones-Siater, Gagne 
& Brunzell, Ox Baker, Mil Mascaras, Stasiak & 
Steele, Rick Steamboat, Dino Bravo. 

Dec. 1978: The Injury Andre The Giant Must 
Keep Secret. Also: Victor Rivera, Brisco- 
Spoiler, Heenan & Bockwinkel, Tully 
Blanchard, Mulligan, Dino Bravo. 

March 1979: Backlund vs, Ladd: Did Bruno's 
“Interference” Cost Ladd The WWWF Title? 
Also: Angelo Mosca, Dick Murdoch, Peter 
Maivia, Bob Orton Jr., Bockwinkel-Rhodes, 
Brisco-Race, Crusher Blackwell, Lewin-T. Funk. 
May 1979: Paul Jones-Rick Steamboat Feud: 
Who Is Really To Blame? Also: Valiants, Jack 
Brisco, Larry Hennig, Johnson-King, Lanza- 
Mulligan, Chief Jay Strongbow, Snuka-Patera. 
July 1979: Ernie Ladd’s Claim: “Mr. 
Wrestling li Uses A Loaded Mask!” Also: 
Backlund-Race, Andre-Baker, Bruno 
Sammartino, Nick Bockwinkel, Dick Slater. 
Sept. 1979: A New—And Deadly—Feud For 
Rick Steamboat. Also: Roddy Piper, Superstar 
Graham, Backlund-Brower, Mil Mascaras, Greg 
Gagne, The Bruiser-Brody, Dino Bravo. 

March 1980; Bruno Sammartino: “| Know The 
Secret That Could End Bob Backlund’s 
Reign!” Also: Ric Flair, Andre-Brody, Blackjack 
Mulligan, Bobby Heenan, Murdoch-Race, Mr. 
Wrestling tl, Nick Bockwinkel. 

April 1980: Did Ken Patera Destroy Dusty 
Rhodes’ Bionic Elbow? Also: Terry Funk, 
Kevin Von Erich, DiBiase-Backlund, Bockwinkel 
& Heenan, Baba-Race, Mr. Wrestling Il, 
Youngblood & Steamboat. 

Aug. 1980; The Reign Of Bloodshed Begins: 
Stevens & Valentine Win The NWA Tag Team 
Title! Also: Kerry Von Erich, Backlund & 
Skaaland, Nick Bockwinkel, Zbyszko-Bruno, 
Keirn-Muraco, Samoans, Wrestling II-idol. 
Sept. 1980; Why Ernie Ladd Says ... “I'm 
Tired Of Being Your King.” Also: Rick 
Steamboat, Mad Dog Vachon, Bugsy McGraw, 
Patera-Patterson, Manny Fernandez, Bob 
Backlund, Greg Gagne, Mike Sharpe. 

Oct. 1980: Kevin Von Erich Wins The Missouri 
Title From Kevin Von Erich! Also: Mr. 
Wrestling Ii, Pedro Morales, Superstar 
Graham, Dusty Rhodes, Idol-Race. 

Feb. 1981: Larry Zbyszko's Claim: “Tony 
Garea Begged Me Not To Hurt Him!” Also: 
The Grappler, Race-Patera, Hussein Arab, 
Humperdink-Rhodes, Gilberts, Mr. Wrestling 
I\, Bravo-Bockwinkel. 

June 1981: Bruno Sammartino: “1 Want To 
Break Stan Hansen’s Neck!” Also: Ted 
DiBiase, Garea & Martel, Mike Graham, 
Mongolian Stomper, Piper-Superstar. 

Jan. 1982: Rich vs. Masked Superstar: Can 
Tommy Rich Survive As Georgia's Last Hero? 
Also: Bockwinkel-Atlas, Mascaras-Steamboat, 
Sullivan-Taylor, Bruno. 

March 1982: U.S. Champion Slaughter vs. 
Former NWA Champion Race: How Harley 
Race’s Attempt To Win An “Easy” Title Ended 
In Disaster. Also: Jimmy Snuka, Flair-Idol, 
Steve Keirn, Steamboat-Patterson, Fuji-Albano- 
Saito, Bruno Sammartino Jr., Bruiser-Sullivan, 
April 1982: How Jack Brisco Controls Ric 
Flair's Championship Destiny. Also: Tito 
Santana, Valentine-Atlas, Bob Roop, 
Armstrongs, John Studd, Eric Embry. 

June 1982: Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat: How 
The NWA Belt Strangled Wrestling's Greatest 
Friendship. Also; Piper-Armstrong, Hussein 
Arab, Bruno Sammartino, Adonis & Ventura. 
July 1982: Harley Race—His Destiny Is In 
The Hands Of Tommy Rich. Also: Rick 
Steamboat, Chief Jay Strongbow, Buzz Sawyer, 
Ric Flair, Roddy Piper. 


Aug. 1982: Nick Bockwinkel: “Tommy Rich Is 
Too Stupid To Be Champion!” Also: Putski- 
Adonis, Blackjack Mulligan Jr., Roddy Piper, 
Rick Steamboat, Lawler-Kaufman. 

Sept. 1982: Dusty Rhodes Returns To Florida: 
The Tragic Comeback That Should Not Have 
Happened. Also: Manny Fernandez, 
Armstrong-Piper, Blassie-Mulligan, Japan, 
Bockwinkel-Hogan. 

Dec. 1982: Morales vs. Snuka: Does Pedro 
Deserve To Be Intercontinental Champion? 
Also: Bob Orton Jr., Kamala, Rich & Rhodes, 
Barry Windham, Ted DiBiase, JYD-Bockwinkel. 
Feb. 1983: Exclusive Coverage: Nick 
Bockwinkel Regains The AWA Title From Otto 
Wanz. Also: Backlund-Graham, Rich-Sawyer, 
Barry Windham, Martel & Garea. 

May 1983: What Will Happen When The 
Samoans Become Too Smart For Capt. Lou 
Albano? Also: Eddie Gilbert, Kerry-Race, Ladd 
& Rhodes, Flair-Orndortf, 

June 1983: Flair-Windham Match Spurs 
Controversy: Should The NWA Champion Be 
Allowed To Choose His Challengers? Also: 
Ivan Koloff, Bruiser Brody, Kerry Von Erich, 
Andre-Kamala, Brazil-Valentine, 

July 1983: Ric Flair: “1 Wrestle The Men 
Backlund Is Afraid Of.” Also: Putski-Adonis, 
Kevin Sullivan, Bob Roop, Martel-Heenan. 
Sept. 1983: Nick Bockwinkel Forces Hulk 
Hogan Into Exile: And Only The Fans Can 
Bring Him Back. Also: Briscos, Blackwell- 
Kerry-Race, Mulligan & Windham. 

Nov. 1983: Target—Harley Race! Can Dusty 
Rhodes Fulfill His American Dream A Third 
Time? Also: Rick Rude, Gagne & Brunzell, Tito 
Santana, Von Erichs-Freebirds. 

Dec. 1983: The Night The AWA World Title 
Was Stolen From Mil Mascaras. Also: Roddy 
Piper, Larry Zbyszko, Dino Bravo, Fabulous 
Ones, Garin & Sunshine. 

March 1984: Is Tito Santana Trying To 
Blackmail The WWF? Also: Wayne & Sawyer, 
Hogan-Race, David Von Erich, Jesse Ventura. 
dune 1984: David Von Erich—We'll Never 
Forget You. Also: Billy Jack, Flair-Race, 
Bockwinkel-Bravo, Brickhouse Brown. 

Aug. 1984: Garvin vs. Roberts: “Hands Of 
Stone” Crushes “The Snake.” Also: Freebirds- 
Devastation Inc., Sawyer-Sullivan, Lawler & 
Dillon, McDaniel-Race. 

Sept. 1984: Kerry Von Erich Wins The NWA 
Title: For David ... For Texas ... For 
Wrestling! Also: Billy Jack, Bundy & 
Superstar-Road Warriors, Piper & Orndorff- 
Johnson & Atlas, Rick Martel. 

Nov. 1984; The $50,000 Full-Nelson 
Challenge Match: Billy Jack Gets Revenge 
Against Superstar Graham. Also: Piper-Hogan, 
Heenan & Saito, Brody & Hansen, Von Erichs. 
Dec, 1984: The Tully Blanchard-Rick 
Steamboat Feud: Will Dusty Rhodes End It... 
Or Make it Worse? Also: Tito Santana, Martel- 
Atlas, D. Funk, Mike Von Erich. 

dan. 1985: Kerry Von Erich: “I've Got Ric 
Flair’s NWA Title Within My Grasp.” Also: 
Albano & Lauper, Koloffs & Kernodle, Road 
Warriors, Lawler & Rude, Scott McGhee. 

April 1985: Six-Man Riot! Road Warriors & 
Ellering vs. Rhodes, Rich, & Anderson. Also: 
Tonga Kid, tomorrow’s stars, Adams-Kevin, 
Flair-Jack, Terminators. 

June 1985: Are The WWF Rulebreakers 
Singling Out Barry Windham For Destruction? 
Also: Zbyszko-Backlund, Rhodes-Blanchard, 
Tommy Rich, Oliver-Haynes. 

July 1985: It’s A Dog’s Life ... And Junkyard 
Dog Wouldn't Trade It With Anyone! Also: 
Backlund-Martel, Kernodie-Koloff, Butch Reed, 
Hernandez & Sunshine, Mike Graham. 

Aug. 1985: Ten Days Of Blood And Glory: The 
Road Warriors Invade Japan! Also: Terry 
Taylor, Magnum T.A., Bugsy McGraw, Sheik & 
Volkoff-Windham & Rotundo. 

Oct. 1985: David Shultz Gets An NWA Title 
Shot: Ric Flair—"! Wrestle The Men Hulk 


Hogan Is Afraid Of!” Also: Misty Blue, Rick 
Martel, Kendall Windham, George Steele, Killer 
Brooks, wrestling greats’ all-time top 10. 

June 1986; Kerry Reveals His Secret: “I've 
Told Magnum T.A. How To Beat Ric Flair!” 
Also: Steve Williams, Hogan-Orton, Flair- 
Bockwinkel, Lex Luger. 

Nov. 1986: Morton & Gibson Take A Trip To 
Badstreet U.S.A.: The Rock 'n’ Roll Express 
vs. The Freebirds. Also: Eddie Gilbert, Hogan- 
Orndorff, Mike Von Erich, Mulligan-Bass. 

Dec. 1986; Ric Flair's NWA Title Reign: Last 
Chance To Silence The Critics! Also: Nikita 
Koloff, Gilbert & Sting, Hogan-Piper, Abdullah- 
Adams, Nick Bockwinke, 

Feb. 1987: Tragedy Strikes Wrestling: 
Magnum T.A. Needs Your Prayers Now More 
Than Ever. Also: Roberts-Steamboat, Crusher 
Yurkof, Terry Gordy, Wendell Cooley. 

March 1987: Ivan & Khrushchev's Kremlin 
Orders: Crush Nikita Koloff's Russian 
Revolution! Also: Barry Windham, OMG, Brian 
Adias, Savage-Steamboat, Jimmy Snuka. 

April 1987: Hulk's Giant Tasks: Hercules, 
Kamala ... And Andre? Also: Luger-Allen, 
Rich-Lawler, Rude & Fernandez-Rock 'n' Rolls. 
June 1987: The Hart Foundation vs. The Can- 
Ams: Special Analysis Of This WWF 
Superfeud! Also; Nick Bockwinkel, Paul 
Orndorff, Rhodes & Murdoch, Steve Williams. 
July 1987: Missy Hyatt: Will She Kiss And 
Tell In The WWF? Also: Chris Adams, Hart 
Foundation, Luger & Horsemen, Nikita- 
Cornette, Stan Hansen. 

Sept. 1987: Independence Day! Also: Hennig- 
Bockwinkel, Hart Foundation, Bubba, Missy. 
Oct. 1987: The Honky Tonk Man Wins The 
Intercontinental Title: Is Randy Savage The 
Fans’ Last Hope. Also: Kerry Von Erich, Ken 
Patera, Sting-Gilbert, Horsemen-Freebirds, 
Zbyszko-Gagne. 

Dec. 1987: Hulk Hogan: Will He Be Drowned 
By The New Wave Of Challengers? Also: 
Hennig-Lawler, Windham-Steiner, Flair- 
Williams, Brutus Beefcake, Ronnie Garvin. 
dan. 1988: The Experts Agree: The Road 
Warriors Will Turn Bad In 1988! Also: Koloff- 
Taylor, Curt Hennig, Duggan-DiBiase. 

Feb. 1988: Ric Flair Admits: “I'm Nothing 
Without The NWA Belt!" Also: Kerry Von 
Erich, Jim Cornette, Hogan-Andre, Hennig- 
Lawler, Terry Taylor. 

March 1988: After Four Years As Champion 
«+» Only Hulk Hogan Can Beat Hulk Hogan. 
Also: Warriors-Demolition, Steve Williams, 
Luger & Dillon, Calgary, Terry Gordy. 

April 1988 (Special issue): Starrcade, 
Survivor Series, World Class: Wrestling’s 
Greatest Day! Also: Midnight Rockers, Luger- 
Horsemen, Santana & Martel, McDaniel- 
Hennig, Bobby Eaton. 

May 1988: Belt Or No Belt ... Hulk Hogan Is 
Still The People’s Champion! Also: Madusa 
Micelli, Owen Hart-Flair, Tatum & Victory, 
Scott Hall, Luger-Anderson. 

June 1988: How Sting’s War With Ric Flair 
Could Make Him A Horseman! Also: Bobby 
Heenan, Martel-Zenk, Kerry-Gordy, Ted 
DiBiase, Nikita Koloff. 

Aug. 1988: World Tag Title Power Shift! Also: 
Windham & Luger, Demolition, Taylor- 
Freebirds, Paul Ellering, Owen & Bret. 

Oct. 1988: The Fantastics Declare: “We Will 
Not Share Our Fans With The Rock ‘n‘ Roll 
Express!” Also: Rhodes-Windham, Curt 
Hennig, Roberts-Rude, Rougeaus, Jim Garvin. 
Jan. 1989: The Horsemen Destroyed! The 
World Title Gained! But The Midnight Express 
Must Still Prove Themselves! Also: Top Guns, 
Hart & Rougeaus, Andre-Savage-Hulk, Terry 
Gordy, Kevin Von Erich. 

Feb. 1989: The Road Warriors: “Sting, Dusty, 
& The Fans Can Go To Hell!” Also: Madusa 
Miceli, Blue Blazer, Warrior-Hogan, Bigelow- 
Gordy, Eddie Gilbert. 

March 1989: Scared Stiff! “Don't Say Snake!” 


Also: Jeff Jarrett, Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Bam 
Bam Bigelow, Hercules, iron Sheik. 

April 1989: Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! 
Can Randy Savage Stop The Onslaught? Also: 
British Bulldogs, Road Warriors-Sting & Luger, 
Lawler-Kerry, Andre, Mike Rotundo. 

May 1989: Rick Steamboat—Champion; Rick 
Steamboat—Challenger: Which Is Better? 
Also: Sid Vicious, Dusty Rhodes, Savage- 
Hogan, Samoan Swat Team, Wendi Richter. 
June 1989: Ultimate Warrior's Mission 
Impossible: Destroy Randy Savage For Hulk 
Hogan. Also: Rick Steamboat, Rick Martel, 
Larry Zbyszko, Luger-Windham, Ric Flair. 

July 1989: Dino Bravo: The Man Hulk Hogan 
Cannot Beat! Also: Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes & 
Perez, Road Warriors, Michael Hayes. 

Aug. 1989 (Special Issue): Supercard 
Sunday! Exclusive Coverage Of WrestleMania 
V And Clash Of Champions Vi. Also: Kerry- 
Embry, Randy Savage, Great Muta, Ted 
DiBiase, Teddy Long. 

Sept. 1989: Our Urgent Plea To Ric Flair: 
Don't Wrestle Terry Funk. Also; Demolition, 
Roddy Piper, Hogan-Zeus, Larry Zbyszko, 
Jerry Lawler. 

Oct. 1989: No Holds Barred! Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Savage & Zeus: An Exclusive 
Preview & Analysis. Also: Eric Embry, Four 
Horsemen, Teddy Long, Hayes-Luger, Art Barr, 
Billy Jack Haynes. 

Nov. 1989: Roddy Piper Pins Randy Savage 
.». And Hulk Hogan Is Scared Stiff! Also: Mr. T 
& Von Erichs, Garvin & Hayes, Flair-T. Funk, 
Dustin-Steel Man, Sgt. Slaughter, 

Dec. 1989: Gary Hart: “Muta Took The Sting 
Out Of Sting!” Also: Skyscrapers, Andre- 
Warrior, Barry Windham, Rock 'n' Rolls, Scott 
Norton, Ken Patera. 

Jan. 1990: The Hulk Hogan Book Of Lists. 
Also: Brian Pillman, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn, 
P.Y. Chu-Hi, Greg Gagne. 

Feb. 1990: Can Sting Keep Luger From The 
NWA Belt? Also: Terry Gordy, Rick Martel, 
Hogan-Brown, Doom, Nikita Koloff, Bruce Hart. 
March 1990: Funk-Flair: “| Quit!—One War 
Ends, Two More Begin. Also: Nikita Koloff, 
Survivor Series, Steiners, Hogan-Zeus. 

April 1990: Hulk Hogan: A Decade Of 
Greatness, Also: Luger-Flair, Woman, Piper- 
Heenan, Billy Travis, Badd Company. 

May 1999: Sting & Ultimate Warrior: Running 
A Parallel Course To Greatness. Also: Von 
Erichs, Big Bossman, Pillman & Zenk, Hulk 
Hogan, Mark Callous. 

June 1990; Hulkamania—The Fall And Rise! 
Also: Rockers, Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger, 
Steiners. 

July 1990: My 10 Challenges To Ric Flair, By 
Lex Luger. Also: Lanny Poffo, Dusty-Savage, 
Luger-Flair, Doom, Tully Blanchard, 

Aug. 1990: Hogan-Warrior iI; You Can Make It 
Happen. Also: Eric Embry, Demolition, Doom, 
Larry Zbyszko. 

Sept. 1990: The Ultimate Warrior Wimps Out! 
Why He Won't Wrestle Hulk Hogan. Also: Billy 
Jack Haynes, Lex Luger, Doom-Steiners, 
Tugboat, Kerry-Borne. 

Oct. 1990: Hulk Hogan vs. Earthquake: 
Exclusive SummerSla:i, Preview & Analysis. 
Also: Ultimate Warrior, Ric Flair, Tommy Rich, 
Tasmanian Devil, Chris Von Erich. 

Nov, 1990; The Luger-Sting Rivalry: Ready To 
Explode Again! Also: Lawler & Dundee, Kerry 
Von Erich, Harley Race, Steiners. 

Dec. 1990 (Special Issue): SummerSlam! 
Exclusive Full-Color Coverage! Also: Stan 
Hansen, Arn Anderson, Ultimate Warrior, Vic 
Steamboat, Scott Putski. 

Feb. 1991: The Incredible “Halloween Havoc 
Hoax"! Unraveling The Diabolical Plot. Also; 
Muta-Steamboat, Hogan-Hart, Ultimate 
Warrior, Cornette & Express, Norman. 

March 1991: Warning To The Ultimate 
Warrior: Roddy Piper Wants You! Also: 
Gilbert-Jarrett, Cornette & Express, Teddy 


Long, Survivor Series, Scott Norton. 

April 1991: Hulk Hogan: The Challenges That 
Remain. Also: Ted DiBiase, Skyscrapers, Lex 
Luger, Tom Zenk, Fabulous Ones. 

May 1991: Only Hulk Hogan Can Rid The 
WWF Of The Stench Of Sgt. Slaughter. Also: 
Ric Flair, Bobby Eaton, Sheik-Brazil. 

June 1991: How Much Longer Can We 
Depend On Hulk Hogan? Also: Nasty Boys, 
Sting, Flair-Gigante, Cactus, Kevin Von Erich. 
July 1991: Can Ric Flair Shatter The “Myth” 
Of Japanese Superiority? Also: LOD-Nastys, 
Steiners, Savage & Elizabeth. 

Aug. 1991: If Sgt. Slaughter Said “I'm Sorry” 
... Would Hulk And The World Forgive Him? 
Also: Luger-Nikita, Hennig-Davey Boy, Lanny 
Poffo, Bam Bam Bigelow. 

Sept. 1991: Sting & Luger vs. The Steiners: 
How Their Friendship Survived The Most 
Brutal Match Of The Year. Also: LOD, Cactus- 
Gilbert, Undertaker, Bobby Eaton, Sid Vicious. 
Oct. 1991 (Special Issue); 25 Years—The 
Silver Anniversary Celebration Of Wrestling's 
Most Respected Magazine. Includes: Year-By- 
Year, greatest photos, 25 greatest wrestlers, O 
& A Bruno Sammartino. 

Nov. 1991: Lex Luger Wins The Title—But 
Loses His Fans. Also: Rick Steamboat, Roddy 
Piper, Global, Diamond Studd, Lawler-Embry. 
Dec. 1991; Roddy Piper’s Exclusive Analysis: 
Flair vs. Hogan—Who Will Win The Match Of 
The Century? Also: Sting, 25 greatest teams, 
Beverly, Cactus Jack. 

Jan. 1992: The LOD's Championship 
Catastrophe: Overpowered By The Natural 
Disasters. Also: Johnny B. Badd, Mr. Hughes, 
Jake Roberts, Ronnie Gossett. 

Feb. 1992: Shocking WWF Report: McMahon 
Offers Bounty On Flair—Will Vince Pay The 
Piper? Also: Ron Simmons, Tito Santana, Bob 
Backlund, R. Steiner-Abdullah. 

March 1992; After Survivor Series & Tuesday 
In Texas: Has The WWF Title Suffered 
Irreparable Damage? Also: Brian Pillman, 
Anderson & Bruiser, Rude-Sting, Mountie- 
Hart, Jeff Jarrett. 

April 1992: After A Year Of Tragedy & 
Turmoil: The Magic Is Back In WCW! Also: 
Chris Candido, Paul Orndorff, Lady X, Paul 
Bearer, Hennig & Flair, Michaels & Jannetty. 
May 1992: He Rumbled Past 29 Men ... Ric 
Flair's Hour Of Power: Can One Man Stop 
Him At WrestleMania VIII? Also: Anderson & 
Eaton, Roddy Piper, Dusty Rhodes, USWA. 
June 1992: In Ric Flair's High-Stakes 
Championship Game, Hulk Hogan & Sid 
Justice Are Mere Pawns. Also: Eddie Gilbert, 
Ultimate Warrior, Vinnie Vegas, WCW titles, 
Koko B. Ware. 

July 1992: “Number Two Just Won't Do”; For 
Rick Rude, The U.S. Belt Means Fallure: Also: 
Madusa, Gorilla Monsoon, LOD, Nurse 
Vanessa, Greg Valentine, Sabu. 

Aug. 1992: The Ultimate Warrior: 
WrestleMania's Accidental Hero. Also: 
Bunkhouse matches, Undertaker-Roberts, 


Sting, JYD, Rob Van Dam. 

Sept. 1992: Hey, Legion Of Doom—Go For 
The Title Or Go Away! Also: Repo-Crush, 
Mondo Kleen, Freebirds-Valentine & Taylor, 
Dangerous Alliance, Moondogs. 

Oct. 1992: British Bulldog & Ultimate Warrior: 
Why They'll Be Crowned At SummerSlam. 
Also: Scotty Flamingo, Brian Lee, Martel- 
Tatanka, Steve Austin, Sting. 

Nov. 1992: WWF Beware! It's The Perfect 
Time For A Curt Hennig Comeback! Also: 
Crush, Butch Reed, Sting, Buddy Rogers. 

Dec. 1992: He’s Baaaaaack! Jake Roberts 
Slithers Into WCW. Also: Paul E. Dangerously, 
Ron Simmons, Hulk Hogan, Michaels-Martel, 
Gilberts-Rock 'n’ Rolls. 

Jan. 1993: Sting Turns Sadistic: “Hurting 
Jake Makes Me Happy!” Also: Anderson & 
Eaton, Bushwhackers-Moondogs, Ramon- 
Savage, Natural Disasters, Masa Chono. 

Feb. 1993: WWF Champion Bret Hart: His 
Five Most Dangerous Challenges. Also: Sgt. 
Slaughter, Steve Austin, Rick Steiner, Bob 
Backlund, Terry Taylor. 

April 1993 What's In? What's Out? Also: 
Razor Ramon, Rick Steamboat, Patriot, 
Tatanka, Brian Christopher. 

May 1993; Sumo Sadism: Will Yokozuna 
Make His Biggest Splash At WrestleMania? 
Also: Jim Cornette, Christopher-Jarrett, Benoit- 
Scorpio, Windham & Rhodes, Hennig-Luger. 
Nov. 1993: Bret Hart vs. Lex Luger: It's Not 
Over Yet! Also: Rude-Dustin, Hulk Hogan, 
Marty Jannetty, Heavenly Bodies, Tatanka. 

Jan. 1994; Roasted, Broiled, Fried, Baked ... 
Any Way You Cook It, Hogan's A Chicken! 
Also: Rude-Flair, Bagwell & Scorpio, Jim 
Cornette, Jerry Lawler, Hansen & T. Funk- 
Abdullah & Sullivan. 

May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal 
Rumble Shook Up WrestleMania. Also: Hulk 
Hogan, Boss, Douglas-Sherri, Patriot. 

June 1994 (Special Issue): What's Your 
Wrestling 10? Also: Brian Pillman, greatest 
matches, Missy-WCW, Steiners & Harts, Ron 
Simmons, Mr. Hughes, Doink. 

July 1994: Ric Flair vs. Hulk Hogan: We 
Preview The Inevitable Battle. Also: Dreamer- 
Snuka, Jim Crockett’s WWN, Ted DiBiase, 
Shane Douglas, Terra Ryzing. 

Aug. 1994: Bret's Nightmare Team Becomes 
A Reality: Owen Hart & Yokozuna. Also: 
Cactus-Vader, Flair-Badd, Nasty Boys, Luna. 
Sept. 1994 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear 
Report! Also: Vader, Parker-Hollywood Blonds, 
Sting-Rude, WWF legal problems, Prince 
Kharis, Bunkhouse-Rhodes, Public Enemy. 

Oct. 1994: The Undertaker: Two Bodies, One 
Soul. Also: Cactus Jack, Scorpio-Sabu, Terry 
Funk, Sheik, Bunkhouse Buck, Diesel-Michaels. 
Nov. 1994: Hulk Hogan's New 
Commandments: Say Prayers, Take Vitamins 
..- And Kick Butt! Also; Owen-Bret, Steven 
Regal, Johnny 8. Badd, Jerry Lawler. 

Dec. 1994: Hulkster Under Siege! Can Hogan 
Hold Off WCW’s Best? Also: Lex Luger, Sid 


Vicious, Steve Austin, Dusty Rhodes. 

Jan. 1995: Our Holiday Wish List For 1995. 
Also: Johnny B. Badd, DiBiase-Tatanka, Bob 
Backlund, PG-13, Hacksaw Duggan. 

March 1995 (Special Issue): 1994—The Year 
In Pictures. Also: Sullivan-Hogan-Sullivan, 
WWF '95-WWF '85, Ric Flair, MOM, 911. 

April 1995: Imagine Wrestling Today If ... 
Also: Gunn & Smothers, Harlem Heat, Money 
Inc,, Lawler-Cornette. 

July 1995: Hulk Hogan’s Contract With 
America: Also: Marty Jannetty, Brian Pillman, 
Lawrence Taylor, Bill Dundee. 

Aug. 1995: Don’t Let Their Cease-Fire Fool 
You: Shawn Still Hungers For-Diesel’s Title. 
Also: Lawrence Taylor, Tod Gordon, Hulk 
Hogan, powerful people, Gargoyle. 

Oct. 1995: President Backlund?! Also: 
Steiners, Austin & Pillman, Miss Texas. 

Nov. 1995: “Take That—And Shut Up!” If 
Savage Can't Silence Flair, He’s Through! 
Also: Mabel, Jarrett-Ramon, Renegade, WWF 
legends roundtable. 

Dec. 1995 (Special Issue):"20Shawn 
Michaels: Too Good To Be Second Best! Also: 
Wrestling rulebook, Vega-Ramon, Mama 
Cornette, Kamala-Duggan, Big Van Vader. 
Winter 1995: Exclusive Preview: Sting vs. 
Hogan: This Time tt's For Real! Also: Steiners, 
Bodies-Cornette, Am Anderson. 

March 1996 (Special Issue): 1995—The Year 
In Pictures. Also: Hogan-Hart, Big Van Vader, 
Sabu, Brian Pillman. 

April 1996: Luger, Sting, Hogan, Savage: 
Can't We All Be Friends? Also: DiBiase & Kid, 
Diesel-McMahon, Dallas Page, Jeff Jarrett. 
May 1996: WWF In-Vader! Can Bret, Shawn, 
& Razor Play The Pain Game? Also: Public 
Enemy, Steve Austin, wrestling oddities, 
Kensuke Sasaki, Ric Flair. 

June 1996 (Special Issue): Fear Of Height! 
How The Giant Is Paralyzing Wrestling. Also: 
Shock 'n' Wrestling, Razor Ramon, Brian 
Pillman, Konnan. 

July 1996: Babes in Boyland! Also: Sunny, 
Elizabeth, Kimberly, Inoki-Vader, WCW tag 
teams, Woman. 

Aug. 1996: Shawn Michaels: Finally—He Has 
The Title ... Now Here’s What He’s Gotta Do 
With It! Also: Public Enemy-Nastys, Bret Hart, 
Booty Man-Sullivan, Mabel. 

Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear 
Report. Also: Savio Vega, Sabu-Scorpio, Chris 
Benoit, Goldust, Olympians, Giant. 

Oct. 1996: Muscling Back To The Top: The 
Warrior Is Ready To Rule Again. Also: 
Warriors & Sasaki-Steiners & Norton, Razor & 
Diesel, Mabe! & Mo, Blue Meanie. 

Nov. 1996: Brian Pillman: Next WWF Champ! 
Also: Giant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick Murdoch, 
Cloudy, John Tenta, WCW shuffle. 

Dec. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: 
Top 10 Faceoff! Also: Ahmed Johnson, Ric 
Flair, Mero & Sable, Goldust, Sandman. 
Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker: Randy Savage 
ts Set To Join Hulk Hogan's NWO! Also: Steve 


Austin, Michaels-Goldust, Arn Anderson, Van 
Dam-Sabu, Steve Williams, 

dan. 1997: It Could Happen! Hogan's Next 
Move ... Buy WCW! Also: Undertaker, New 
Jack, Owen-Bulldog, Ted DiBiase. 

Feb. 1997: Wrestling’s Top Stars: What 1997 
Has In Store For Them! Also: Michaels-Hart, 
Pit Bull 1, Rey Misterio Jr., Kevin Nash. 

March 1997 (Special Issue): 1996—The Year 
In Pictures. Also: Hulk Hogan, Austin-Pillman, 
Dallas Page, Hunter Hearst Helmsley. 

April 1997: Sting: Who Screwed Up This 
Man’s Mind? Also: Hart-Michaels, NWO, 
Sandman, Barry Windham. 

May 1997: Hogan's Headache: The Pain ts 
Piper! And The Remedy is Revenge! Also; 
Michaels-Hart, Guerreros, J.C. Ice, gang vio- 
lence, Marc Mero. 

July 1997: infighting, Politics, Egos: Is The 
NWO Losing Its Edge? Also: WWF-ECW, Dean 
Malenko, Super 8 tourney, Jerry Lawler. 

Aug. 1997: Dream Match! Sting's Bat & The 
Side Of Hogan's Head! Also: Ahmed Johnson, 
Kimberly & DDP, WrestleMania sideshow, Jetf 
Jarrett, Jimmy Snuka. 

Sept. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear 
Report: Plus: NWO, Shawn-Bret, football play- 
ers, Terry & Dory Funk, Luna. 

Oct. 1997: Bret Hart & Shawn Michaels: How 
Low Will They Go? Also: Paul E. Dangerously, 
ODP & Kimberly, Rhodes family, Keiji Muto. 
Nov. 1997: 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's 
Career Ruined By J.J. Dillon? Also: Shawn- 
Bret, Jeff Jarrett, Hunter Hearst Helmsley, 
Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn, 

Dec. 1997 (Special issue): WWF vs. WCW: 
Top 10 Faceoff! Also: Guerreros, Taz, Syxx, 
Paul Bearer, Brian Christopher. 

Hol. 1997: First Owen ... Then ‘Taker... Then 
Hogan: Who's Gonna Go Next? Also: Steve 
Austin, Bret Hart, Lex Luger, Ric Flair, Dean 
Malenko. 

Jan. 1998; Lex Luger's Plea To Sting: “Read 
This Story—Your Career Depends On it!” 
Also: Hart Foundation, Hardcore Heaven, 
Headbangers, Arn Anderson. 

Feb. 1998: Sting Fever Strikes! And The NWO 
Can't Find The Cure. Also: DeGeneration X, 
Funk-Bret, Horsemen, New Jack-Kronus, Ken 
Shamrock. 

March 1998 (Special Issue): 1997—The Year 
In Pictures. Also: Rey Misterio Jr., Undertaker, 
Giant, Road Warriors, 

April 1998: “We've Won!” Maybe ... But Can 
The NWO Handle Its Own Success? Also: Ken 
Shamrock, Steiners-Warriors, Douglas & 
Francine, Rocky Maivia. 

May 1998: Mike Tyson: Stepping into 
Wrestling Hell! Also: Bischoff-Zbyszko, Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, Meng & Barbarian, ECW, 
“Hollywood” Hogan. 

June 1998 (Special Issue): “Hollywood” 
Hogan: 10 More Dirt Deeds ... And He's Outta 
Here! Plus: Randy Savage, DeGeneration X, 
Jim Cornette, Randy Savage, then and now. 
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The Briscos Turn Bad: 


NOW 
THERE 
IS NO 


HOPE 
FOR 


WRESTLING 


HE TENSION IN the room 

made those present want to be 
anywhere else. Rage and sorrow 
were almost physical presences. Re- 
porters were shocked at how angry 
they all were at this recent turn of 
events. 

“JT didn’t realize until this hap- 
pened,”’ one said, “how much I 
depended on the Briscos to be sci- 
entific, respected wrestlers. It got to 
the point where you didn’t even 
think about it, like you don’t think 
about breathing until it becomes 
difficult. Now that they’re rule- 
breakers, I feel something good has 
gone horribly wrong.” 

“T feel betrayed,’’ another ad- 
mitted, ‘‘as if they owed me some- 
thing. You’re supposed to remain 
neutral in this business, but we all 
know that’s impossible. I admired 
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the Briscos for what they did and 
how they did it. We don’t really 
live in a time of heroes, but they 
were as close as we come.”’ 

“It’s strange,’’ a third said, ‘‘but 
you can’t really blame them. This 
is a profession, and they have the 
right to earn a living. Younglood 
and Steamboat weren’t giving them 
a chance at the NWA World tag 
team title. They weren’t being al- 
lowed to earn a living. So they got 
angry. They may have betrayed 
wrestling, but in a sense wrestling 
betrayed them.”’ 

‘You can’t blame Jay Young- 
blood and Rick Steamboat,’ the 
second reporter interrupted. ‘‘These 
guys were doing what the promot- 
ers wanted. The promoters felt the 
fans wouldn’t want to see their fa- 
vorites battling each other. So no- 


JACK id BRISCO 
Seo eo a eT 
When the history of professional 
wrestling is written, the Brisco brothers 
will be described as heroes. At least, 
that’s what everyone thought until 
recently. Now the brothers, victims of 
frustration and ambition, threaten to 
rewrite the history books. . . and 
become a part of one of its 
bloodiest chapters 


Bee 


Photos by Floyd See 


body dared book the match.” 

“So wrestling betrayed them,” 
the third reporter continued, ‘‘and 
they couldn’t do anything about it. 
They were trapped in a no-win situ- 
ation. It turned them. Look, I 
talked to them three weeks ago. 
They’re different men. Something 
inside them died. It’s like their de- 
cency has been eaten away by a 
cancer of fury. It was the saddest 
interview I ever had. They want 
and need a title match. If wrestling 
wasn’t going to give it to them, 
they were going to take it. If you 
ask me, they had a right to take 
i” 

*‘No!”’ the first reporter shouted, 
surprising even himself by this 
emotional outburst. He calmed 
down before explaining, ‘“‘No one 
has the right to turn against integ- 


5 a = ia 


Jerry Brisco slams Jay Youngblood’s back across a wooden barrier (above left). Jerry and 
Jack Brisco double-team Rick Steamboat (above right). Jack chokes Youngblood with the 
tag team rope (below). The Briscos’ change in tactics is astonishing! 


rity and decency. Ambition is no 
excuse. They are scientific wres- 
tlers—at least they were scientific 
wrestlers. When you choose to be 
that, you take on the responsibil- 
ities of that decision. You don’t ig- 
nore those responsibilities because 
you want a title shot. A man’s 
sense of what’s right should be 
more important than a champion- 
ship belt. At one time, the Briscos 
believed: that.”’ 

“And you can’t excuse their 
rulebreaking,’’ the second journalist 
added. ‘‘They’re breaking guys 
legs, damnit! And not by accident, 
either. They deliberately broke Pvt. 
Nelson’s leg. We all know that. 
There’s no excuse for that. One 
can only condemn them.”’ 


There was a moment of quiet 
(Continued on page 62) 
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For a couple of years, the 
self-righteous editors at London 
Publishing Co. actually permit- 
ted an entire magazine to be 
published that was devoted to 
those wrestlers, managers, and 
yalets who couldn’t care less 
about the rules of this sport or 
the wishes of most fans. Then, 
suddenly and without expla- 
nation, they pulled the plug on it, 

Maybe they felt threatened—who knows? 

From a business standpoint, they must 
have known that Bad Guys is what the people’ 
wanted, because it’s back—although relegated 
to the “Magazine Within A Magazine” in 
Wrestle America. (Rulebreakers, along with their 
fans and journalistic supporters, are used to get- 
ting the short end of the stick, so we'll take what 
we can get!) 

Some back issues of Wrestling Rulebreaker and 
Bad Guys, The Magazines With A Bad Attitude, are 
still available. Order now, before the snobbish edi- 
tors pull the ad! 

Wrestling 93: Rulebreaker (Spring 1993): 
Bobby Heenan & “Narcissist” Lex Luger: The 
Total Package Of Brain & Brawn: Color Pinup: 
Steve Austin vs. Rick Steamboat. Plus: Cactus Jack, 
Rick Rude, Jerry Lawler, Rulebreaker’s Insider With 
Joey Styles, Big Van Vader, Hall of Fame— 
The Sheik. 

Wrestling 93: Rulebreaker (Fall 1993): Yok- 
ozuna: He Flattened Hulk Hogan ... Crushed Hulk- 
amania Forever ... Spit In The Face Of America «.. 
And We Love It! Color Pinup: Paul Ordorff vs. Ron 
Simmons. Plus: Four Horsemen, 10 favorites we'd 

ir 
ZC Spring 1993 
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'(_] Spring 1995 
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For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue to be sent boat mail, and} 


like to see tur dirty, baddest man poll, Rick 
Rude-Dustin Rhodes, Giant Gonzalez, Jerry 
Lawler, Hall of Fame—Fred Blassie. 
Wrestling 93: Rulebreaker (Winter 
1993): Brat Patrol! Wrestling 93 Targets 
4 ©The 8Sport’s Most Pampered Players. Plus: 
Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, Steve Austin, Lex 
Luger, The Kid, Heavenly 
Bodies, Hall of Fame—Harley 
Race. 
Wrestling 94—Rulebreaker: 
Forget About Those Other 
Guys—Here Are The Real 
Year-End Awards, (Spring 
1994): 1993—The Year Of 
The Rulebreaker. Plus: 
Sting, Brian Lee, Hall of 
Fame—Killer Kowalski. 
Wrestling Bad Guys 
(Winter 1994); King Kong Bundy—Monster With 
A Mission. Color Pinup: Bon Backlund. Plus: 
Tommy Dreamer, UFOs, Hulk Hogan, Abdullah the 
Butcher, Big Van Vader, Hall of Fame—Ivan Koloff. 
Wrestling Bad Guys (Spring 1995): Vader’s 
Vow Of Violence: “I’ye Begun My Systematic 
Destruction Of Hulk Hogan!” Color Action 
Gallery: Sabu. Plus: Kevin Sullivan, Bob 
Backlund, Ric Flair, Jim Cornette & The Rock ‘n’ 
Roll Express, Tatanka, fat wrestlers, Hall of 
Fame—George Steele. 
Wrestling Bad Guys (Summer 1995): WCW 
In Hogan’s Control: The Inmate Is Running The 
Asylum! Color Action Gallery: Big Van Vader, 
Plus: WCW Uncensored, Bret Hart-Jerry Lawler, 
Bubba Rogers, the next Flair, Hall of Fame—Fritz 
Von Erich. 


WRESTLING RULEBREAKER/BAD GUYS! 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: ; 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 


as payment in full. 
PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


Apt. 
State. Zip 


$3 for every back issue to be sent airmail. International money order in U.S. funds only. Please 4 
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THE BRISCOS 


(Continued from page 61) 


and then a soft but commanding 
voice was heard. The reporters 
turned to see Matt Brock, veteran 
reporter, sitting in a corner. As so 
often happens with Matt, he 
seemed to be staring intently at 
something only he could see. 

‘The Briscos are wrong,” Brock 
said, ‘‘and that’s what’s really 
scary. Wrestling has lost two of its 
best and there doesn’t seem to be 
anything that can be done about it. 
The sport has once again forced its 
heroes to turn on those who love 
them. When that happens too 
many times, the sport dies. Now 
the question we must ask ourselves 
is how many times is too many. 

“We've seen the best athletes of 
our profession destroyed by ambi- 
tion. No one starts out to be a 
rulebreaker. It’s odd that the regu- 
lations seem to push people into 
rulebreaking. 

“If the sport is serious about 
giving its heroes a chance, the 
Briscos should have been given a 
title shot. I don’t care what the 
promoters say. The men deserved a 
shot and the commissions should 
have forced the issue. Instead, they 
let the promoters call the shots. If 
the commissions put the almighty 
buck ahead of everything else, why 
shouldn’t the wrestlers? 

“This is a business, Matt,’’ the 
first reporter replied, ‘‘and you 
can’t change the fact that money 
talks and people listen.”’ 

“Maybe we have to change it,” 
Brock countered, “‘if we hope to 
save the sport from itself. If we 
can’t change it, and the status quo 
drives men like the Briscos to be- 
come rulebreakers, then there’s no 
hope for the sport. We might as 
well allow everyone to be 
rulebreakers.”’ 

“You can’t change the way 
things are,’’ the second reporter 
said. “It used to be good enough 
for the Briscos. The sport didn’t 
change. They did. You can’t blame 


Jerry, bodyslamming Steamboat on the con- 
crete floor, appears to be very pleased with 
himself and his new vicious style. If the 
Briscos can turn bad, anyone can tum bad. 
Will this sudden change mark the decline of 
wrestling as we know it? 


wrestling for that.’ 

“Then where do you put the 
blame?”’ Brock asked. 

There was silence. Then the first 
reporter blurted, ‘The Briscos! 
They broke the rules, they’re to 
blame for their own actions.” 


Suddenly, Jack and Jerry Brisco 
entered the room. They answered 
questions from the press, defending 
themselves halfheartedly against ac- 
cusations of betrayal. There really 
was nothing to say. There was a 
pall of hopelessness hanging over 


the proceedings. Everyone there 
seemed to be looking for a miracle 
that could allow them to ignore the 
truth. The Briscos were rule- 
breakers and reporters were more 
sad than angry. C] 


We have extremely limited stock remaining 
on three issues from the series of nine “Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated Super Color Special” 
poster magazines! Order now before sup- 
plies are completely exhausted! 


eSuper Color Special #1: 22" x 32" color 
poster of The Road Warriors ... Plus: Kevin 
Von Erich vs. Chris Adams (16° x 22" color) ... 
Hulk Hogan (11" x 16" color) ... Full-color 
Action Update. 


eSuper Color Special #3: 22" x 32" color 
poster of Kerry Von Erich ... Plus: Ric Flair 
(16" x 22" color) ... Roddy Piper (11" x 16" 
color) ... Full-color Action Update. 


eSuper Color Special #8: 22" x 32" color 
poster of Hulk Hogan vs. Paul Omdorf ... 
Plus: The Rockers (16" x 22" color) ... 
Magnum T.A. (11" x 16" color) ... Full-color 
Action Update. 


aps “PWI Super Color Specials. v4 ii 
have enclosed $5 for each issue or t 
$13.95 for all three. Make check or ! 
money order payable to: 


(1 Super Color ate #1 
LC] Super Color Special #3 
C] Super Color Special #8 
Super Color Specials #1, #3, #8 


Name. 
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| three). International money order in U.S. funds! 
1 only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. ' 
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TOP 10 TAG TEAMS | 
| STEVE AUSTIN | BILLY GUNN & JESSE JAMES 
252, Victoria, TX Combined weight: 496 pounds ¢ 
(1) WWF World champion (1) WWE World tag team champions 
2 BILL GOLDBERG LEX LUGER & DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 
270, Tulsa, OK Combined weight: 525 pounds 
(3) U.S. hi eight champion (-) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
3 STING LOD 2000 
260, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 560 pounds 
(2) No, 2 contender: WCW World title (2) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
4 HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY STEVE AUSTIN & THE UNDERTAKER 
279, Greenwich, CT Combined weight: 580 pounds 
(6) No. 2 contender: WWF World title (-) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 
5 KEN SHAMROCK SABU & ROB VAN DAM 
235, San Bernardino, CA Combined weight: 465 pounds 
(-) No. 4 contender: WWF World title {-) No. 1 contenders: ECW tag title 
6 TOSHIAKI KAWADA TERRY FUNK & DUSTIN RUNNELS 
245, Ashikaga, Japan Combined weight: 501 pounds 
4) All-Jey Triple Crown ion {-) No. 3 contenders: WWF World title 
7 ROCKY MAIVIA 7 KANE & MANKIND 
272, Pearl City, HI Combined weight: 622 pounds 
(10) WWF Intercontinental champion {-) No. 4 contenders: WWF World tag title 
8 DEAN MALENKO 8 BUH BUH RAY & D-VON DUDLEY 
216, Tampa, FL Combined weight: 585 pounds 
(-) WCW cruiserweight champion (3) No. 2 contenders: ECW tag title 
9 ROB VAN DAM 9 THE HEADBANGERS 
240, Battle Creek, MI Combined weight: 488 pounds 
(9) ECW TV champion (7) No. 5 contenders: WWF World tag title 
10 TATSUMI FUJINAMI 10 RENO RIGGINS & STEVEN DUNN 
234, Oita, Japan Combined weight: 471 pounds 
{-) WGP heavyweight champion Dean Malenko {-) MCW tag team champions 
wcw WWF ECW NWA 
World Champion: World Champion: ECW Champion: NWA Champion: 
HOLLYWOOD HOGAN STEVE AUSTIN SHANE DOUGLAS DAN SEVERN 
(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA (C) 252, Victoria, TX (C) 240, Pittsburgh, PA {C) 265, Detroit, MI 
1—BILL GOLDBERG 1—ROCKY MAIVIA 1—ROB VAN DAM 1=—BARRY WINDHAM 
(1) 270, Tulsa, OK (1) 272, Pearl City, HI (1) 240, Battle Creek, MI (5) 273, Sweetwater, TX 
2—STING 2—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY  2—AXL ROTTEN 2—COLORADO KID 
(3) 260, Venice Beach, CA (2) 279, Greenwich, CT {-) 302, Philadelphia, PA (3) 231, Denver, CO 
3=—DEAN MALENKO 3—THE UNDERTAKER 3—AL SNOW 3—ROD PRICE 
(-) 216, Tampa, FL (4) 328, parts unknown (7) 232, Lima, OH (2) 265, los Angeles, CA 
4—KEVIN NASH 4—KEN SHAMROCK 4—SABU 4—KING KONG BUNDY 
[-) 356, Detroit, MI (-} 235, Son Bernardino, CA (2) 225, Bombay (9) 446, Atlantic City, NJ 
5—LEX LUGER 5—OWEN HART 5—TAZ 5—MR. GILLIS 
(5) 265, Chicago, IL (5) 227, Calgary, Alberta {-} 248, Red Hook, NY +} 221, Vancouver, British Columbia 
6—CHRIS BENOIT 6—STEVE BLACKMAN 6—THE SANDMAN 6—DOUG GILBERT 
(9) 218, Edmonton, Alberta {-) 245, Annville, PA (6) 244, Philadelphia, PA (1) 241, lexington, TN 
7—BOOKER T 7—JEFF JARRETT 7—JERRY LYNN 7—DORY FUNK JR. 
(6) 250, Harlem, NY (8) 230, Nashville, TN {-] 214, Minneapolis, MN {-) 250, Amarillo, TX 
8—THE GIANT 8—VADER 8—BAM BAM BIGELOW 8=—SID VICIOUS 
{-) 430, parts unknown (7) 450, Denver, CO (3) 368, Mt, Laurel, NJ (-) 318, West Memphis, AR 
9—DAVID FINLAY E 9—TOMMY DREAMER 9—RIP ROGERS 
(-) 243, Belfast, Ireland (6) 345, parts unknown (5) 245, Yonkers, NY {7} 239, Cleveland, OH 
10—CHRIS JERICHO 0—FAAROOQ 10—CHRIS CANDIDO 10—PAUL ATLAS 


(4) 225, Vancouver, British Columbia 
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(9) 291, Perry, GA 


(8) 226, Carteret, NJ 


{-} 215, N. Versailles, PA 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. 
All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses 
indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that 
category last issue while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


For period ended June 10, 1998 


AAA: Champion—Perro Aguayo; 1—Abismo Negro; 2—Octagon; 3—Pentagon; 4— 
Heavy Metal; 5—Fuerzo Guerrera; 6—Cibernetico; 7—Sangre Chicana; 8—Perro 
Aguayo Jr.; 9—El Corbade Jr.; 10—Lotin Lover. 


ALL-PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Maxx Justice; 1—Moondog Moretti; 2— 
Donovan Morgan; 3—Vic Grimes; 4—Michael Modest; 5—Vinny Massarro; 6—Robert 
Thompson; 7—Erin O'Grady; 8—Frank Murdoch; 9—Boyce LeGrande; 10—Boom 
Boom Comini. 


ALTERNATIVE PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Rick Morton; 1—Tim Blaze; 2— 
Jackie Fulton; 3—Dream Warrior |; 4—Jeff Knotts; 5—Buck Mantell; 6—Southern 
Studd; 7—Mad Dog Davidson; 8—Hollywood Bad Boy; 9—American Eagle; 10— 
Russian Assassin 2000. 


AMERICAN INDEPENDENT WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Chainz; 1— 
Terminator X; 2—Red Scorpion; 3—J.T. Sledge; 4—Brian Danzig; 5——Jumpin’ Jimmy; 
6—Don Carson; 7—Gemini; 8—Kodiak; 9—Robert Roma; 10—Steve Niles. 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Glen Osbourne; 1—Reckless 
Youth; 2—Lance Diamond; 3—Inferno Kid; 4—Devon Storm; 5—Ace Darling; 6—Mike 
Quackenbush; 7—Boogie Woogie Brown; 8—Mr. Ooh La La; 9—Mark Shrader; 10— 
Thunder. 


MUSIC CITY WRESTLING: Champion—Colorado Kid; 1—Wolfie D; 2—Terry Golden; 
3—Kenny Arden; 4—Frenchy Riviera; 5—-Shane Eden; 6—Jason Lee; 7—Chris 
Michaels; 8—Brickhouse Brown; 9—Rockin’ Randy; 10—Tony Rose. 


INT’L PRO WRESTLING: Champion—King Kong Bundy; 1—Tom 
Brandi; 2—Corporal Punishment; 3—Tito Santana; 4—Julio Sanchez; 5— 
Frank Stalletto; 6—Mike Quackenbush; 7—Devon Storm; 8—Rob Harper; 
9—Gene Sinisky; 10—Jimmy Cicero. 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Tiger 
Khan; I—Mr. Ooh La La; 2—Julio Sanchez; 3—Reckless Youth; 4—Lance 
Diamond; 5—Mike Quackenbush; 6—Sexton Hardcastle; 7—Boogie 
Woogie Brown; 8—Christian Cage; 9—Dave Patera; 10—Glen Oshourne. 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—George South; 1—Italian 
Stallion; 2—Ripper; 3—Black Angel; 4—The Breeze; 5—The Bodyguard; 
6—Scotty Hothody; 7—Scott Powers; 8—Super Ninja; 9—American G.I.; 
10—Flaming Youth. 


PRO WRESTLNG XPRESS: Champion—Quinn Magnum; 1—).B. 
Destiny; 2—Mad Mike; 3—Gator; 4—T. Rantula; 5—Dennis Gregory; 
6—Player; 7—Sean Evans; 8—Bubba the Bulldog; 9—Lord Zoltan; 
10—Country Boy Chris. 


SOUTHERN CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Jimmy Cicero; 
1—Boris Dragoff; 2—Chris Stephenson; 3—Cueball Carmichael; 4—Otto 
Schwanz; 5—Major DeBeers; 6—Big Slam; 7—Venom; 8—David 
Blanchard; 9—K.C, Thunder; 10—Eddie Brown. 


WINDY CITY WRESTLING: Champion—Mike Anthony; 1—Bob 
Backlund; 2—Steve Boz; 3—Greg Valentine; 4—Mike Samson; 5—Polish 
Crippler; 6—Mike Laturna; 7—Sgt. Storm; 8—Physical Fascination; 9— 
Terry Allen; 10—Vic Capri. 


NEW JAPAN ALL-JAPAN EMLL PROMO AZTECA 
IWGP Champion: Triple Crown Champion: EMLL Champion: Promo Azteca Champion: 
TATSUMI FUJINAMI TOSHIAKI KAWADA UNIVERSO 2000 KONNAN 
(C) 234, Oita, Japan (C) 245, Ashikaga, Japan (C) 215, parts unknown (C) 237, Mexico City, Mexico 
1—KENSUKE SASAKI 1—JUN AKIYAMA 1—RAYO DE JALISCO JR 1—PIERROTH JR. 
{1) 233, Tokyo, Japan (2) 230, Hiroshima, Japan (1) 270, Guadalajara, Mexico (1) 251, Cuernavaca, Mexico 
2—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 2—KENTA KOBASHI 2—STEELE 2—PIRATA MORGAN 
(2) 287, Gifu, Japan (4) 261, Fukuchiyama, Japan (-) 250, Winnipeg, Manitoba (2) 221, Mexico City, Mexico 
3—MASA CHONO 3—AKIRA TAUE 3—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 3—TINIEBLAS JR. 
(4) 235, Tokyo, Japan (3) 265, Chichibu, Japan (3) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico (3) 256, Montcloya, Mexico 
4—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 4—JOHNNY ACE TLANTIS 4—BLACK MAGIC 
(6) 270, Tokyo, Japan (6) 250, San Bernardino, CA (9) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico (5) 238, london, England 
5—JUSHIN LIGER 5—STAN HANSEN 5—ClIEN CARAS 5—SILVER KING 
(5) 206, Hiroshima, Japan (5) 322, Borger, TX {2} 235, lagos de Moreno, Mexico (6) 215, Mexico City, Mexico 
6—NAOYA OGAWA 6—MAUNUKEA MOSSMAN 6—BLACK WARRIOR 6—LIZMARK JR. 
(7) 286, Tokyo, Japan (8) 245, Honolulu, HI (5) 221, Mexico City, Mexico {7) 249, Acapulco, Mexico 
7—GENICHIRO TENRYU 7=<GARY ALBRIGHT 7—SHOCKER 7—JUVENTUD GUERRERA 
(-} 235, Fukui, Japan (7) 343, Billings, MT (-) 185, Guadalajara, Mexico (9) 165, Mexico City, Mexico 
8—SHINJIRO OTANI 8—STEVE WILLIAMS 8—EMILIO CHARLES JR 8—TARZAN BOY 
{-) 215, Yokohama, Japan (10) 265, Norman, OK (-) 222, Mexico City, Mexico (10) Monterey, Mexico 
9—SHIRO KOSHINAKA 9—TAKAO OMORI 9—NEGRO CASAS 9—PSICOSIS 
{-] 225, Tokyo, Japan (9) 221, Tokyo, Japan (4) 175, Mexico City, Mexico {-) 200, Tijuana, Mexico 
10—BiG TITAN 10—TAMON HONDA 10—BRAZO DE PLATO 10—EL DANDY 
[-) 352, Calgary, Alberta {-) 191, Tokyo, Japan (-) 320, Guadalajara, Mexico {-) 235, Jalisco, Mexico 
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Have they made a difference? We thought 
the news for fans of tag team wrestling in the WWF in 
March was, for the most part, very good. As WCW con- 
tinued to de-emphasize tag teams, The New Age 
Outlaws continued to improve 
and get more and more enter- 
taining to watch, The Disciples 
of Apocalypse grew more 
confident, and The Head- 
bangers got on a bit of a roll. 

But perhaps most important- 
ly, Sunny put an end to the 
bickering between Hawk and 
Animal and reunited them as 
LOD 2000, and Jim Cornette 
put together a new version of 
The Midnight Express that 
featured a rejuvenated Bob Holly and Bart Gunn. Those 
two showed some promise in their initial outings together. 
In mid-May, however, things weren't looking quite as 
good for either Sunny or Cornette. 

Remember that Hawk and Animal became so frus- 
trated by their inability to recapture the World tag team 
title in February that they went after each other. Now it 
looks like they're stuck in another mini-slump. Shortly 
after WrestleMania, where LOD 2000 won a 15-team 
battle royal, we considered ranking them number one 
in our tag team ratings. They were looking that good. 
But they failed to unseat Billy Gunn and Jesse 
James as tag team champs at Unforgiven in April, and 
the best they've been able to do since is beat them by 
disqualification. 

Lately they've been struggling in a feud with the DOA, 
and you know The New Age Outlaws hope that feud 
rages on for months and months to come. As a result of 
their struggles, we’ve dropped LOD 2000 a few notches 
in the ratings. Sunny apparently hasn't jump-started the 
career of the LOD the way everyone expected. 

And what of this new Midnight Express? Holly and 
Gunn have yet to show that they are as good as previ- 
ous versions of The Midnight Express. Cornette guided 
them to some impressive wins shortly after their forma- 
tion, but at press time, they were having a difficult time 
beating The Headbangers. They're still the NWA tag 
team champions, but that’s only because Mosh and 
Thrasher have only been able to beat them in non-title 
matches. Perhaps Comette has lost a bit of his magic 


Sunny 


66 The Wrestler 


managerial touch, because this Midnight Express can’t 
even be considered for one of the top spots in our tag 
team ratings. Incidentally, 
what has the “Louisville Lip” 
done for the careers of Dan 
Severn, who recently left 
Cornette’s camp, and Barry 
Windham? 

Perhaps Jesse James and 
Billy Gunn really are the domi- 
nant team in the WWF, 

While we’re on the subject 
of WWF managers, we should 
discuss Paul Bearer as well. 
To put it bluntly, how much has this deranged man really 
done for the career of Kane, whom he now claims is his 
son? Kane has consistently been in the WWF ratings 
since he made his debut in the federation back in October 
of last year, and he has even made our overall Top 10 a 
few times, but what has he accomplished lately? 

Specifically, what has he done sincé WrestleMania 
XIV, when he wrestled his brother, The Undertaker, for 
the first time? Let’s see ... he has lost to Undertaker by 
disqualification in the U.S. ... been pinned by The 
Undertaker in the U.S. ... been pinned by The Un- 
dertaker on the WWF's most recent tour of Europe ... 
and gotten involved in part two of a feud with Vader, a 
man he dominated in a series of matches this winter. 

From our perspective, Kane isn’t making a lot of 
progress. He’s dropping in the ratings instead of edging 
closer to the top. Can’t Bearer let Kane put aside his 
hatred for Taker long enough to wrestle for a title? If 
Kane could beat Rocky Maivia for the WWF Inter- 
continental title (“The Rock” has looked very vulnerable 
during his entire reign as champion), or, even better, 
upset Steve Austin for the WWF World title, wouldn’t that 
make Taker even angrier? He wants his brother to suffer, 
not win titles and become a bigger star than he is. 

We've said it before and we’ll say it again here: 
We think Kane could make a lot more progress if he 
dumped Bearer. Oo 


Kane 


That’s all for now! If you have any thoughts on what you see 
here on this page or anything in our ratings in general, please 


feel free to drop us a note. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o 
Tue Wrestuer, Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. 
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